
Good Evening! Welcome to FUEL – Our midweek Bible study where we have been 

going, in-depth, through the amazing book of Daniel.  

 

Tonight we have a lot of material to cover so we are going to just jump right into 

it.  

Let’s Pray 

 

So, last week we started a new feature called Question of the Week and the 

question we answered had to do with a topic we started discussing in Daniel 

Chapter 3, and that topic was the Rapture. We had a basic discussion on the 

viewpoints as to the timing of the Rapture (pre-trib, mid-trib, pre-wrath, and post-

trib) and that led to our question last week. 

And if you remember the question was “Do I have to pick a viewpoint?” And to 

get to the answer we dug into the two foundational Scriptures that talk about the 

Rapture. 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Cor 15:51-54 

We took a good amount of time letting these verses speak for themselves. We 

covered what they did say and also noticed what they did not say. These two 

particular verses gave us great details about how the harpadzo – aka the Rapture 

would happen but it didn’t shed much light on the timing of when it would 

happen. So we concluded the answer was that we don’t have to pick a viewpoint 

until we feel comfortable doing so. And one of the threads of study we will pursue 

over time is this amazing event. Over the next several months, we will take many 

verses related to the 2nd coming out of the box, so to speak, and analyze them so 

that we can make an informed decision. This is part of the glory of Bible Study and 

the glory of what you and I are doing here every week at FUEL. 

 

And what was cool was that as we were digging into those two main portions of 

Scripture, a question surfaced that wasn’t even on my radar, but this was asked 

me twice and it quite naturally becomes our question of the week.  

 

And the question is this. “When the rapture takes place, the Bible speaks that first 

the dead will be raised from the grave. What about those people that have died 

and were never buried because they were cremated, blown up, etc…” 

 



This is a very real concern. Eastern Orthodox Christians as well as some 

fundamental denominations forbid cremation based on those two passages we 

read. The issue is this – Since one day our bodies will be resurrected and reunited 

with our souls and spirits, if our body has been destroyed by being cremated, it 

will be impossible for it to be resurrected later and then reunited with the soul 

and the spirit.  

 

So, let me put your mind at ease by saying that just because a body has been 

destroyed by fire, doesn’t mean that God can’t or won’t resurrect it.  There are 

countless people throughout the ages who have died in fires, whose bodies have 

been blown up in war, or whose bodies have been destroyed due to some kind of 

accident. Furthermore, all flesh and blood bodies eventually decay and become 

like dust, which is the end result of cremation anyway. Even Genesis 3:19 states, 

talking about man – “for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 

 

Now, let’s look at Rev 20:13. It reads “The sea gave up the dead who were in it, 

and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were 

judged, each one according to his works.” This is the final resurrection that 

precedes the Great White Throne judgment and the reason I bring it up is that 

notice it says that “the sea gave up the dead who were in it.” God is showing us 

here in his Word that the fact that even people who died in the ocean, whether 

they were eaten by a sea creature or drowned and decayed there, He has no 

problem resurrecting them, because we see they stand before God and they are 

all judged, each one according to their works.  

Bottom line – just one word from God will command what’s left of your DNA to 

recompose itself in a second. Therefore we conclude since there is no command 

from God not to be cremated, and there is no other prohibition, scripturally 

stated, we can say with confidence that there is no reason to be concerned about 

being cremated. Amen?  

 

So, we have progressed through the book of Daniel, to chapter 4. In chapter 1, we 

were introduced to Daniel and his three friends as teenaged exiles. But now, in 

chapter 4, we see him around 35 years after that initial meeting. Daniel is no 

longer that young boy, but now he is probably between 50 – 55 years old.  

 



He’s already had quite a life. He’s already lived an amazing adventure. Living with 

and for God is the greatest adventure we as people can even know, and if Daniel 

didn’t see anymore, he would have already had an amazing and fruitful life. He’s 

taken a stand in the court of his captors and seen God’s hand move upon Him in 

favor and blessing in a remarkable way. He’s been used by God to save the lives of 

every single one of his colleagues, his fellow wisemen, as they were called.  

 

He’s also been used by God as an instrument of divine revelation. When nobody 

could tell the king his dream God used Daniel to tell both the dream and its 

interpretation to the king. Now 2600 years later, we still go through this dream 

and see the blueprints of prophecy. The blueprints of the gentile kingdoms that 

start with Babylon, and wind through history to the Medo-Persian Empire, 

through Alexander the Great and the Greek Empire, through the brutal Roman 

Empire, all the way to a yet future Empire that will rule in the last days, and then 

finally leading up to the final Kingdom. The kingdom of Jesus Christ, which we saw 

in the stone cut from the mountain without hands that will ultimately crush that 

final satanic kingdom that is trying to rid the earth once and for all of the rulership 

of God.  

 

We saw, in Revelation 19 that the rider on the white horse will return and set up a 

kingdom that will have no end. The Kingdoms of this World, will eventually 

become the kingdoms of our God and of His Christ. That’s what Christmas was all 

about. The beginning of this massive rescue mission where God himself clothed 

himself with humanity and executed a brilliant redemption strategy, and that’s 

where all history is heading towards. And God used this young man to lay it all 

out.  

 

So, if God never used him any further, he’s already had an amazing life. However, 

let me just say, that the Epic story that is Daniel’s life is just getting going. We are 

going to see a lot more come from this life well lived. And let me just say, that 

your life is just getting going. Each one of us is living an Epic saga – a great 

adventure. I pray as we see the life of Daniel, we will see ourselves as well. Just as 

God is using Daniel to impact the sphere that God had appointed him, God is 

using you in a much mightier way than you could possibly imagine… and he is far 



from through with us yet. Amen? As long as we have life and breath, we are 

continuing to have a positive effect on this world.  

 

And so, Daniel, now a middle aged man, has been called upon by Nebuchadnezzar 

to operate in his gifting once again.  

 

We’ve already seen this 2nd dream that he has been called upon to interpret. 

We’ve also seen, just briefly last time, the interpretation. So tonight, let’s put it all 

together. 

 

The chapter opens with King Nebuchadnezzar tossing and turning on his bed. He 

was and ease and prospering. Everything was going just fine, but then he has this 

dream. God is trying to wake him up from his spiritual slumber because he 

actually is in a very dangerous spot. He is at ease, he is prospering, and as we will 

see tonight, he is full of pride. Pride is one of those root cause sins. So many other 

sins are a direct result of pride.  

 

So he is having this alarming, distressing dream and if you remember, it was of 

this tree. This huge, global tree that filled the entire earth. The beasts of the field 

found shade in it, and the birds of the air made their nest in it. This tree was a 

source of provision and protection for the entire earth. It was pretty remarkable 

to behold.  

 

But then, an angel descends and gives a decree. Chop it down. Bring that tree 

down. And we saw that the tree really is a man. Because the decree declares that 

he will go mad for about 7 years, but when he finally understands that the most 

high rules among men and gives its rulership to whomever he wants to. When he 

understands this, then he will get his kingdom back.  

 

So, Daniel enters the room he doesn’t want to give this interpretation. His 

friendship with Nebuchadnezzar has grown over the years and when he realizes 

this dream is a direct judgment against him, Daniel is visibly shaken. 

 

But at Nebuchadnezzar’s urging Daniel gives the interpretation. He says that the 

tree represents the king. King Nebuchadnezzar has grown and become strong. His 



greatness reaches to heaven and his dominion to the ends of the earth. This 

apparently, had led the king into massive pride. Remember the British historian, 

Lord Acton’s statement. Absolute power corrupts absolutely. King 

Nebuchadnezzar was the most powerful man on earth, with no real checks and 

balances to keep him in check and so he was corrupted with pride. He thought it 

was all about him. That he was the one, because he was so awesome, that he was 

able to subdue the then known world.  

 

Because of this pride, this angel comes down and says, it’s judgment time to you o 

proud dude. Chop down the tree and destroy it. Leave the stump – God’s not 

through with him yet – leave the stump because when he learns this important 

lesson he will be restored.  But in the meantime, he is going to be humbled in a 

way that is really, really wild.  

 

God’s decree is that he is going to be driven out from among men. 

Nebuchadnezzar is going to go mad. He is going to be dwelling with the beasts of 

the field. He’s going to be living outdoors and he will even eat grass, like an ox. 

He’s going to be wet with the dew of heaven, which just means that, as he sleeps 

outside, he will wake up as the animals do, with dew on him.  This is going to go 

on for seven years. Now remember 7 in the Bible is the number of completion, so 

it’s going to take 7 years to complete this lesson in his life. So corrupt has he 

become. So full of vanity. So full of pride that it is going to take this process 7 

years to really get down deep and make the change.  

 

Just a quick note of encouragement for us in all this. Sometimes we want to 

become all God has created us to become overnight, and sometimes we get 

discouraged for what seems to be a lack of progress. We all want to be further 

along than we are when it comes to our walk with God. When it comes to our 

spiritual maturity. But this Word is an encouragement for us. Some things are so 

deeply rooted within us and our personality that it takes a long period of time to 

change, and not only is that ok, but it is to be expected. There are some things 

that, when we begin to walk with God we see immediate change. But there are 

some things that take longer. Dutch Sheets, in his book intercessory prayer puts it 

this way.  



We are into microwaving – but God is into marinating. God is interested in that 

deep down change where we are changed in our very core – and that’s what we 

see happening here.  

 

Seven years Nebuchadnezzar needs to go through this, so that this thing that is 

destroying him, that has gotten deep on the inside of him needs to be rooted out. 

This is not a harsh judgment. This is a loving God, loving Nebuchadnezzar enough 

not to let him destroy himself.  

 

Just like we as parents sometimes have to let our children grow by letting them 

face unpleasant things, rather than rescuing them immediately from them – God, 

the ultimate loving parent will use situations and crises to help us get rid of the 

junk that’s trying to destroy us. And we know that as we go through we can be 

assured of two things 1. It’s never going to be more than we can handle and 2. He 

will be with us through the whole thing and will carry us through. Our job is just to 

get in the proper posture – which is to trust Him and to be attentive to his voice. 

“God, what do you want my response to be here?” 

 

Now Daniel, after giving this interpretation, he gives king Nebuchadnezzar a 

strategy for avoiding the whole thing. He tells him, listen – break off your sins by 

practicing righteousness. Break off your iniquities by showing mercy to the 

oppressed. Maybe God will see you’ve changed and decide that this chastisement 

isn’t entirely necessary.  

Daniel’s heart is in the right place, but the truth of the matter is that the change 

has to happen at the core level, and it’s not going to be able to happen just from 

this dream and this warning. Even though the dream has shook up 

Nebuchadnezzar enough to make some changes, It’s too deep. And again, this is 

good news for us. We can’t change ourselves. We can, in prayer, ask God to 

continually change us into who he’s created us to be.  That’s where we get the 

New Testament term of sanctification. Which is the process God uses via the Holy 

Spirit, to continually shape, and mold us into who he has created us to be.  

 

So, picking up with verse 28, let’s see how this plays out.   

 



Daniel has just given the king his warning about repenting. Does it work? A little. 

The king is able to hold back his pride for about a year. Verse 28 reads 

 

28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve months he 

was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 and the king 

answered and said, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty 

power as a royal residence and for the glory of my majesty?” 31 While the 

words were still in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, “O King 

Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom has departed from you, 32 

and you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the 

beasts of the field. And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven 

periods of time shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules the 

kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.” 33 Immediately the word was 

fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among men and ate grass 

like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as 

long as eagles' feathers, and his nails were like birds' claws. 

 

So it looks like the king was able to stifle his pride for a while, but at a moment 

when he looked out over Babylon from the roof of his palace, that pride just came 

up out of him. “Look at Babylon. I’m pretty amazing. I built it by my mighty 

power.” And then, with the words still in the king’s mouth, the judgment falls. Just 

like Daniel predicted, he goes mad for 7 years with the goal that he would really 

know and understand deep in his inner being that the Most High rules the 

kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.   

 

Now, let’s pause for a moment before we complete this great chapter and let’s 

consider something here. What’s going on? What is the root cause of this king’s 

downfall? 

Pride. Everybody say pride.  

 

Biblical pride that God always judges is self-worship. It’s putting one’s self in a 

position of receiving glory when God should be getting the glory. Notice the 

words of the king “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty 

power..” He is giving himself the glory. 



This kind of self-glorifying self-worshipping pride comes from one place, and 

that’s from our enemy – the fallen anointed cherub formerly known as Lucifer.  

 

Let’s take a moment to get the details on how this malignant being, who is the 

root of all that is wrong in our world became who he is, and more importantly, 

what we can learn. Jesus said, I saw Satan fall like lightning. It was that quick. And 

the key take away we get from Nebuchadnezzar, the key take away we get from 

Satan, is the fastest way down is pride. If you want to fall and you don’t want to 

waste time about it, embrace pride and arrogance. If you want to stop your 

progress, embrace pride – for the Bible says that God opposes the proud but gives 

grace to the humble. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of 

God so that at the proper time he may exalt you.  

 

Amen – let’s take a few sober minutes to look at the origin of evil.  Let’s look at 

the greatest example of pride written anywhere and see how it causes Lucifer to 

go from being the “Light Bearer” to the Adversary – Satan 

 

There are two scriptures in the Old Testament that give us great details about 

this. First is found in Isaiah 14:12-15  

 

 

 “ How you are fallen from heaven,  

      O Lucifer, son of the morning!  

      How you are cut down to the ground,  

      You who weakened the nations!  

       13 For you have said in your heart:  

 

      ‘ I will ascend into heaven,  

      I will exalt my throne above the stars of God;  

      I will also sit on the mount of the congregation  

      On the farthest sides of the north;  

       14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds,  

      I will be like the Most High.’  

       15 Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol,  

      To the lowest depths of the Pit.  



 

 

Now turn to Ezekiel, chapter 28 

Eze 28:12  "Son of man, raise a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and say to 

him, Thus says the Lord GOD: "You were the signet of perfection, full of wisdom 

and perfect in beauty.  

Eze 28:13  You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your 

covering, sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, 

emerald, and carbuncle; and crafted in gold were your settings and your 

engravings. On the day that you were created they were prepared.  

Eze 28:14  You were an anointed guardian cherub. I placed you; you were on the 

holy mountain of God; in the midst of the stones of fire you walked.  

Eze 28:15  You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, till 

unrighteousness was found in you.  

Eze 28:16  In the abundance of your trade you were filled with violence in your 

midst, and you sinned; so I cast you as a profane thing from the mountain of 

God, and I destroyed you, O guardian cherub, from the midst of the stones of 

fire.  

Eze 28:17  Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your 

wisdom for the sake of your splendor. I cast you to the ground; I exposed you 

before kings, to feast their eyes on you. 

 

Very sobering words. We see that pride was the root cause of his fall. His heart 

was lifted up because of his beauty which led to the famous “I wills” of Satan. 

When our hearts begins to be lifted up because of our gifts, beware. Lucifer’s 

heart became lifted up because of how beautiful he was, because of how wise he 

was. and the next thing he wanted was worship. “I will ascend into heaven, I will 

exalt my throne, I will be like The Most High. I will, I will, I will. I am awesome, 

Worship me. We even see this in the temptation of Jesus when Satan reveals 

what he is really after “Fall down and worship me Jesus. That’s all I want. Bend 

your knee to me and give me your worship.” 

 

Like we said earlier, Jesus told his disciples “I saw Satan fall like lighting.” You see 

pride is the quickest way down. We see this played out time and time again in the 

media, in Hollywood, at our jobs, and in our own lives. I’m not trying to bash Brian 



Williams one bit, but what would prompt him to tell that story that he was in a 

helicopter that took RPG fire when he was nowhere near it. One word – pride. 

The lesson we learn from Satan is that anything that desires worship is setup for 

judgment. And that’s because only God is worthy of worship and anything else is 

a falsehood, an untruth. A kingdom that will always eventually fall. 

So how do we fight pride? We are all prone to it. My former pastor once made a 

statement that always stuck with me. He said “The higher God elevates you the 

lower you have to go.” In other words, the lower you have to bring yourself 

before Him.” The Bible says that if we judge ourselves we won’t be judged and to 

humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God and He will exalt us in due time. 

If we view the gifts we have as an opportunity to give it back to him as a gift. To 

use our giftings, whatever they are, to spread his love, to glorify him, then we’ll 

be ok. As it says in 1st Timothy, we won’t be puffed up with conceit and fall into 

the condemnation of the devil. Amen? 

 

 

 

Let’s finish this great chapter on a high note. Verses 34-37 are why many Bible 

teachers believe they will see Nebuchadnezzar in heaven.  

 

34 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my 

reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored 

him who lives forever, 

for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 

    and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; 

35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, 

    and he does according to his will among the host of heaven 

    and among the inhabitants of the earth; 

and none can stay his hand 

    or say to him, “What have you done?” 

36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my 

kingdom, my majesty and splendor returned to me. My counselors and my lords 

sought me, and I was established in my kingdom, and still more greatness was 

added to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of 



heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and those who walk in 

pride he is able to humble. 

 

Will we see Nebuchadnezzar in heaven? I believe we will. I believe we just read 

the words of a man whose life has been touched by the grace of God. I think we 

can all see a bit of ourselves in this Tyrant King. We have who we were before 

Jesus, and we have who we are after Jesus. Nebuchadnezzar did some horrible 

things, but in the end the love, discipline, and patience of God changed his heart. 

And if there’s hope for him, there’s hope for us, Amen? Let’s give God a big 

handclap tonight for his amazing word and his amazing love! 

 

I’m going to pray and dismiss in a second but just need to share a quick 

announcement with you. 

So, as we were trying to figure out  


