
Session XI 
 

Intro 

 

Good Evening! Welcome to rcFUEL – RockChurch’s midweek Bible 

study where we come together to get our spiritual tanks filled up 

with the Word and the Spirit of God. Together we are 

endeavoring to do what James exhorts us to do. In James 1:21 

we receive a two part prescription for consistent growth and 

spiritual breakthrough in our lives. It reads “Therefore, put away 

all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness 

the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.” Receive 

with meekness the implanted word. The Greek word for 

implanted is emphutos, and it gives us the picture of the Word, 

as a seed being implanted into our hearts. As we receive it and 

let it have its course it will germinate, then it will spring up, then 

it will produce good, godly, eternal fruit.  

 

Colossians 3:16 tells us to “Let the Word of Christ dwell in us 

richly” 

So we are going to let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly. We 

are going to receive with meekness, the implanted word. And we 

are going to see consistent and continuous growth as we are 

continually conformed into the image of Christ. As we receive the 

Word. The Word will do what only God’s Word can do, and that’s 

bear fruit in our lives. It will change us and change the world 

around us as well. Amazing!  

 

So tonight we are starting the spring semester.  When last we 

met the windchill was very close to 0. What a difference a month 

can make. I’m ready for some warm weather. We’re not there 

yet, but it’s nice to walk outside and not have your body go into 

shivering convulsions because it’s so cold, amen? 



 

And we have been taking a journey through an amazing portion 

of Scripture. We’ve gone back in time about 2600 years and have 

been digging into the book of Daniel and we have gone through 5 

chapters so far. We have seen Daniel and his three companions 

Hananiah, Azariah, and Mischael better known by their 

Babylonian names, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego exiled to 

Babylon – strangers in a strange land – and yet honoring God and 

setting the example. Setting such an example of integrity and 

faithfulness that even today there is no end to the lessons we can 

learn from their lives. And Daniel is the leader of them – He has 

shown us a love and faithfulness to God that is a great 

encouragement. God in turn blessed him with favor and many 

spiritual gifts. He is extremely wise, and he has the ability to 

interpret dreams and visions. As we will see in upcoming 

Scriptures, God not only has given this man the ability to 

interpret dreams and visions, but he is also going to trust him 

with some of the most remarkable visions ever given to anybody. 

As a matter of fact, apart from the apostle John, and possibly the 

apostle Paul, we can say nobody has been entrusted with greater 

visions and revelations of the end of days. The book of Daniel has 

been called the blueprint of prophecy and we’ve already seen one 

of the most significant prophecies in the Word of God that we 

spent a good amount of time breaking down – And that’s the 

statue of the dream of Nebuchadnezzar that laid out the 

progression of 4 major empires of human history> Babylon, 

Meida-Persia, Greece, and Rome. This dream also culminated in 

an explanation of how the age of human rule apart from God that 

we are all living in now will come to an end. We saw the rock cut 

from the mountain, without hands smite the image and become a 

mountain that filled the whole earth and as we dug into it we saw 

that this was a foreshadowing of Revelation 19 where Jesus 

would lead the armies of heaven, overthrow the kingdom of 

Satan, led by the antichrist and establish his kingdom.  

 



We’ve also seen the 3 young Hebrew boys defy the king’s 

command by refusing to bow to Nebuchadnezzar’s statue, which 

consequently gets them thrown into the fiery furnace. But that’s 

not the end of the story, because we see the 4th man in the fire – 

Jesus himself in a pre-incarnation appearance protects and 

delivers them. 

Then in chapter 4 we saw Nebuchadnezzar judged for his pride 

and arrogance, but after a 7 year bout with madness, we see him 

bowing his knee and heart to God almighty, and as this great but 

troubled king exits the stage of history he exits with a smile on 

his face as he is praising God. He gets right with God, and not 

long after he dies.  

 

Then in our last session, we saw the ending of the Babylonian 

empire just as it was foretold in the book of Jeremiah. The 

handwriting on the wall, the death of Belshazzar, and the transfer 

of power as Darius the Mede receives the Kingdom.  

 

That brings us to chapter 6, which we will be digging into tonight, 

but before we do that, let’s pray. 

 

Verses 1:1-5 

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be 

throughout the whole kingdom; 2 and over them three high 

officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should 

give account, so that the king might suffer no loss.3 Then this 

Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials 

and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king 

planned to set him over the whole kingdom.4 Then the high 

officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint 

against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no 



ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no 

error or fault was found in him. 5 Then these men said, “We shall 

not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we 

find it in connection with the law of his God.” 

Explanation 

Okay, here we go into one of the most famous chapters in the 

Bible. Daniel is going to the lion’s den in this chapter, but it’s 

interesting that it’s a promotion that ends up almost costing him 

his life. More on that in a minute.  

So, Darius the Mede, who we met at the end of the last chapter is 

now running things. We know he is a Mede, and from history, it 

looks like he was put in charge of Babylon by Cyrus, who will be 

the next king we encounter. Now Daniel has distinguished himself 

above all his peers. It says he had an excellent spirit in him. 

Darius setup 120 satraps. A Satrap is an official who governed 

large provinces in Persia. They represented the king in that 

province. So there were these 120 provincial rulers, and then 

there were 3 presidents over them. Daniel was one of the 3 but 

he was the highest ranking of the 3. Darius liked Daniel’s work so 

much he was going to basically create a brand new position for 

him and put him in charge of the entire empire, and it says that 

Daniel had an excellent spirit in him. Everybody say excellent 

spirit.  

 



Let’s talk about this for a second. One of the words we said we 

could use to describe Daniel is the word integrity. And if you 

remember when we talked about integrity in a past session we 

explained that it wasn’t so much the quality of being honest. It 

was a word that denotes wholeness.  

So a person who has integrity is somebody who is the same in all 

areas of their entire character. What they says in public is what 

they live in private. In the secret recesses of their heart, that’s 

who they are.  

 

Take that one step further. Somebody who has Biblical integrity is 

somebody who doesn’t compartmentalize their relationship with 

God. They allow God into every chamber of their heart. They 

don’t have any locked doors in which they say God you can go 

here, and you can deal with me here, but don’t talk to me about 

this other thing. You can talk to me about loving my neighbor, 

but don’t talk to me about something like purity or holiness. I uh, 

I don’t really want to be pure right now, so let’s just not talk 

about how you feel about that. Amen?  

So if you think about it, Biblical integrity is the exact opposite of 

Hypocrisy. A hypocrite is one who puts on a mask and hides who 

they really are. Somebody with Biblical integrity doesn’t have to 

put on a mask because who they are externally is who they are 

internally. Make sense? 

 



Now, none of us have arrived yet, amen. We all have areas to 

grow to give God full access to our hearts, but one of the greatest 

prayers we can every pray is to tell God that nothing is off limits 

to him. He has freedom to go wherever he needs to go and to 

deal with us in the secret places of our heart so that we can 

enjoy, fully enjoy our relationship with him. Good stuff. 

Everybody say, Good stuff! 

 

So, Daniel had integrity. An excellent spirit was in him and out of 

the overflow of his character, and his relationship with God, he 

did amazing work. You see one of the cool things about God is 

that when we submit ourselves to him and let  him change us, it 

ends up being a huge blessing to us because we begin to stand 

out. In our work place we begin to be esteemed higher than our 

peers as our managers begin to see that we have an excellent 

spirit in us.  

 

And what does that lead to? It leads to 2 things. 

It leads to promotion. Because as opportunities become available, 

good leaders tend to place good people into the next position. 

We’re impressing folks with our great work ethic, and then when 

a position comes available and we put in for it, because we’ve 

distinguished ourselves above our peers we have a much better 

chance of getting that position. It doesn’t always work like that, 

but all things being equal, this is how it usually works. 



 

So it leads to promotion. 

But it also leads to what else? Jealousy! 

Haters gonna hate. And haters especially hate when they see 

somebody excelling past them. Amen? 

Have you ever seen the show, the Amazing Race? One thing you 

will notice is that when a team gets first place on a couple of 

rounds, there is a target on their backs. 

 

So Daniel is excelling and proving himself, and he now has a 

target on his back. The king is promoting him to be basically, the 

prime minister over the entire empire.  

 

And so, rather than being happy and excited for Daniel, these 2 

high officials along with some of the Satraps begin to conspire 

against Daniel. 

But what is really mindblowing is the fact that they couldn’t find 

anything against him.  

 

If you and I are honest, chances are if somebody is looking to 

find something not perfect in our past, they can find it, amen?  

But not Daniel. It says they ‘could find no ground for complaint or 

any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was 

found in him’ 

 



Wow, that’s amazing. J Vernon McGee said “You cannot keep 

people from talking about you, but you can live so as to make 

them liars when they do talk about you.” 

That’s what kind of life Daniel lived. They had nothing on him. 

And so it says that they knew they couldn’t find any grounds for 

complaint against Daniel unless they found it in connection with 

the law of his God. 

 

Man! I love the book of Daniel, because his example challenges 

me and calls me up higher. How wonderful it would be if the only 

thing anybody could say about us is that we love God too much! 

The greatest take away, I believe from the entire book of Daniel 

is that we should aggressively seek God and strive to remove 

things that are not pleasing to him. Good stuff, amen? 

 

Let’s keep reading.  

 

Daniel 6:6-13 

 

 

6 Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the 

king and said to him, “O King Darius, live forever! 7 All the high 

officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the 

counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should 

establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever 



makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, 

O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 8 Now, O king, 

establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot 

be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the 

Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 9 Therefore King Darius 

signed the document and injunction. 

10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went 

to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber 

open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a 

day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done 

previously. 11 Then these men came by agreement and found 

Daniel making petition and plea before his God. 12 Then they came 

near and said before the king, concerning the injunction, “O king! 

Did you not sign an injunction, that anyone who makes petition to 

any god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be 

cast into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The 

thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and 

Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 13 Then they answered and 

said before the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from 

Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or the injunction you 

have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.” 

Explanation 

So Daniel’s peers, as a result of their extreme jealousy towards 

Daniel hatch a plot. It’s a very clever plot. The Bible tells us to 



not be ignorant of the schemes of the devil, and this was a 

scheme of the devil designed to take Daniel out.  

The Bible tells us that satan is extremely crafty, extremely 

shrewd, and that is evidenced here. These men use flattery to 

exploit Darius’ pride. Whoever made petition to anybody except 

Darius should be put in the lion’s den. Darius was not a bad man, 

but he apparently was susceptible to flattery, and so agrees to 

their request. It was probably framed along the lines that this will 

have the effect of unifying the empire and instilling loyalty in his 

subjects.  

He never intended for Daniel to be a victim of the enforcement of 

this law, but these men thought through that as well. Apparently, 

when a king established a law by signing it, that law became 

unchangeable. It could not be revoked, and so they had him sign 

it, realizing that once they got him that far, he would not be able 

to reverse it. 

 

Now, the word got out and Daniel, who usually prayed and gave 

thanks 3 times a day, when he heard about it he stopped 

praying, right? 

Nope. Not Daniel. In his house, on the upper floor he had 

windows that he would open and he would pray towards 

Jerusalem, the city from whence he was taken hostage. When he 

heard this new law, he made the bold decision that he would 

continue to do what he always had done. He had integrity. He 



knew that if he shut the windows and prayed out of site he would 

probably be fine, but when it came to his love for God he would 

not compromise. We’ve seen this over and over with this man, 

throughout his life. He would rather die faithful than live in a 

compromised state. What an example he is. I was reading about 

a pastor this week. Pastor Orji of Nigeria was offered this choice 

“If you deny Jesus, you will be set free and live. If you refuse to 

deny Him, we’re going to torture you and then kill you. This man 

was a husband and a father of three small children – his wife 

expecting a fourth. Boko Haram, who if you’ve been watching the 

news you know is a terrorist organization that is now affiliated 

with ISIS.  

 

Listen to this excerpt from the book “last words of the Martyrs” 

written by International Christian Concern president Jeff King 

Pastor Orji encouraged and ministered to the other believers who 

were captured by singing and praying to Jesus. Orji continued to 

pray and sing praises to God. When again offered the choice to be 

free if he would only turn away from Christ, he once again 

refused to deny Christ. A member of Boko Haram raised his 

machete brought it down on the back of Orji’s neck .Orji’s body 

fell to the ground and his spirit rose.  

 

Pastor Orji exemplified the Daniel spirit here. When he was taken 

captive he told his friend “If you survive, tell my brothers that I 



died well and living with Christ.” There is an antichrist spirit that 

has wreaked havoc throughout the entire church age and appears 

to be intensifying in the time we are living in.  

 

And so Daniel makes his decision. Live or die, he is not going to 

deny his God. And so he prays – they come and arrest him – and 

they go and let the king know that basically he is a sucker, and 

that Daniel – the guy he was going to promote is actually going 

to be executed instead.  

 

 

Let’s keep reading – Chapter 6:14 - 23 

 

 

14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was much 

distressed and set his mind to deliver Daniel. And he labored till 

the sun went down to rescue him. 15 Then these men came by 

agreement to the king and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it 

is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or ordinance 

that the king establishes can be changed.” 

16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast 

into the den of lions. The king declared to Daniel, “May your God, 

whom you serve continually, deliver you!” 17 And a stone was 

brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed 

it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, that 



nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king 

went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were 

brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 

19 Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the 

den of lions. 20 As he came near to the den where Daniel was, he 

cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O 

Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve 

continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 21 Then 

Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever!22 My God sent his 

angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they have not harmed me, 

because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, 

O king, I have done no harm.”23 Then the king was exceedingly 

glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So 

Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was 

found on him, because he had trusted in his God.  

Explanation 

So, this is the part of the story that we are all very familiar with. 

The king, realizing he has been played is in serious distress. He 

starts checking his options but, because of the way the law 

worked there was nothing he could do. And so he reluctantly 

gives the word, and Daniel is cast into the den of lions.  

 

The king is just sick about it and tells Daniel “May your God, 

whom you serve continually, deliver you!” The king stays up all 

night fasting; he allows no entertainment to be brought to him 



and he cannot sleep. First thing in the morning he rushes to the 

den and finds out Daniel has survived.  

 

Daniel 6:24 - 27 

 

24 And the king commanded, and those men who had maliciously 

accused Daniel were brought and cast into the den of lions—they, 

their children, and their wives. And before they reached the 

bottom of the den, the lions overpowered them and broke all 

their bones in pieces. 

25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and 

languages that dwell in all the earth: “Peace be multiplied to 

you. 26 I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are 

to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, 

for he is the living God, 

    enduring forever; 

his kingdom shall never be destroyed, 

    and his dominion shall be to the end. 

27 He delivers and rescues; 

    he works signs and wonders 

    in heaven and on earth, 

he who has saved Daniel 

    from the power of the lions.” 



28 So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the 

reign of Cyrus the Persian 

 

Explanation 

So we have here one of the biggest turn arounds in the Bible. The 

takeaway is clear – no matter how dire the situation you may find 

yourself in right now, there is still hope. Things can turn around. 

The thing that is trying to take you out just may be the thing that 

gets taken out. The king commands those men who had 

maliciously accused Daniel to be thrown into the very den that 

they had hoped to use to destroy him. 

 

What the devil means for evil, God has the ability to turn it 

around for good so whatever we are struggling with, be it sin, 

sickness, or just an unusually challenging situation, let’s pray for 

each other and let’s believe for a turn around, amen? 

 

And look at the results here. Daniel and his friend have this 

uncanny knack for getting people in high places to give God 

glory.  

When king Darius sees this crazy miracle he can do nothing else 

but give God praise. Not only that, but God once again is glorified 

among the people of the empire. God is active even in lands 

where we think He is not moving. God is concerned with people 

and so he uses his people to point others to him and just as the 



enemy tried to use a decree to destroy Daniel, the king now 

makes a decree, that in all his royal dominion people are to 

tremble and fear before the God of Daniel. 

 

And then, I love how this chapter and this section ends “So this 

Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of 

Cyrus the Persian” 

The enemy tries to take him out, God takes his enemies out 

instead, and Daniel comes out on top. I love that! 

 

Let’s give God a hand clap for his Word tonight. 

 

And tonight is actually a very significant turning point in the book 

of Daniel. With the completion of chapter 6 we are exactly half 

way done with this book, but what’s more significant than that is 

that we are at the key division of the book. Starting next week, in 

chapter 7 we are going to see a significant shift in the book. We 

are now entering into the Apocalyptical section of the book and it 

is going to be very cool. From here on out, Daniel will be more 

similar to the book of Revelation than to the rest of the Old 

Testament.  

In the next 6 chapters we are going to get some much prophetic 

information it’s going to be crazy. Daniel will receive revelations 

about the Messiah, how he will die, when he will die, and why he 

will die. He will also see the rise of the Antichrist and it will shake 



him to the Core. He is going to receive a visit from Gabriel and 

will also see a vision of the preincarnate Christ and the final 

judgment of mankind. The first 6 chapters have been amazing, 

but when it comes to God we can be guaranteed there will be no 

let down. 

 

The first 6 chapters we have seen a lot of the public ministry of 

Daniel the prophet, but in the final 6 chapters we will see his 

private consecration and be challenged in our prayer life and our 

consecration to God. It’s going to be awesome!  

 

 

 

 


