
Session XII 
 

Intro 

 

Good Evening! Welcome to rcFUEL – RockChurch’s midweek Bible 

study where we come together to get our spiritual tanks filled up 

with the Word of God. Life can be hard. Sometimes the 

challenges and struggles of the day to day can deplete our 

strength and so we take this time every week to get refreshed 

and refilled so we can finish our week strong and have the 

strength to keep on going. And in doing so we also set ourselves 

on a path of continuous growth. God’s Word is the only pathway 

to true growth and true change. God’s Word provides everything 

we need that pertains to life and godliness and when we receive 

the Word it becomes a seed in our hearts that begins to take root 

and bear fruit. If we want to bear fruit upwards, we need to let 

the Word take root downwards –deep in our inner man.  

One of my favorite Scriptures regarding this is found in the book 

of Hebrews 4:12 which reads  

 

“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any 

two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, 

and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 

intents of the heart.” ~NKJV 

 

We could actually take a large portion of time just breaking this 

verse down, but the bottom line is that God’s Word is like a 

precise surgeon’s scalpel, and God uses it if we allow him, to do 

surgery on our hearts – removing the harmful gunk, leading to 

peace and joy in our relationship with him. Amen? 

 

So as we continue our study in the Book of Daniel, let’s have a 

word of prayer and invite God to speak to us through his Word. 



 

Prayer 

 

For the last several months, we have been journeying together 

through the thrilling book of Daniel. It has been an amazing ride 

thus far as we’ve watched the career of this Hebrew exile and the 

impact he has had on the world around him.  

Last week we completed Chapter 6 – which is the famous story of 

Daniel in the Lion’s Den. And we noted that as we finished it, we 

have now come to a very significant point in our study. We are at 

a significant transition.  We are actually at the main division of 

this book. There are a total of 12 chapters. Chapters 1-6 can be 

summarized as Daniel’s Public Ministry. In chapter 1 we saw that 

he and his friends were deported from Jerusalem to Babylon. In 

chapter 2 he distinguished himself by interpreting 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. In 3 we noticed he was conspicuously 

absent during the Bow or Burn chapter as it has been called, 

where his three friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

refuse to bow and yet didn’t burn. In chapter 4, we saw 

Nebuchadnezzar’s great pride, and consequently his repentance 

and salvation after chastisement that his friend and servant 

Daniel warned him about. In chapter 5, he predicted the fall of 

Babylon by interpreting the writing on the wall, and in chapter 6 

we see him the target of a wicked plot by his jealous co-workers 

who schemed his demise via the Lion’s den – and of course they 

failed miserably and found themselves. Well, the found 

themselves dead is what they found.  

 

So chapters 1-6 have to do with Daniel’s career, really. With his 

public ministry. 

But now, from here on out, we are going to have the unique 

blessing, the unique opportunity to peel back the veil, as it were 

and take a look at Daniel’s private life as it pertains to the special 

gifting God blessed him with. We saw in chapter 1 that God gave 

Daniel understanding in all visions and dreams. He had the ability 



to interpret dreams – but in chapters 7-12 we’re going to see that 

God gave him direct prophetic visions. Much in the same manner 

that God used to give the apostle John the contents of the book 

of Revelation, God pours out his Spirit on Daniel in a unique way 

and begins to give him specific information regarding the future. 

And it’s wonderful to think that he gave it to Daniel, so it could be 

recorded in the Scriptures for the express purpose that those who 

would come after would be able to have an understanding of 

what’s going to happen. And that includes you and me tonight. 

God has specifically recorded these things to build us up, to give 

us confidence that He is in control, and to be warned so we can 

be alert, can have discernment about the things that are going on 

in our world. Everybody say Stay Alert – Stay Alive.  

God does not want us paralyzed with fear. If these are the end 

times, like it looks to be, we have work to do. Amen? And he 

gives us this heads up so that even in the midst of chaos, we can 

continue to march forward doing the things he’s called us to do 

and become the people he’s called us to become. Isn’t that 

incredible?  

 

So 1-6 we saw his public ministry – in 7-12 we’ll see his prophetic 

visions. In 7, which we will be studying tonight, we will see that 

God is going to elaborate on something he’s already shared in 

this book. God is going to give us more details regarding 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter 2.  

Then in chapter 8, we are going to see the vision of the Ram and 

the He-Goat – which speaks about the Persian and the Greek 

Empire with a remarkable prophecy that appears to foretell 

Alexander the great so clearly that skeptics try to say the book of 

Daniel was written after the fact.  

Then, in chapter 9 we will see what is unequivocally the most 

amazing prophecy in the entire Old Testament –the 70 weeks of 

Daniel. In 10, we’re going to get a visit from an angelic being who 

gives us a behind the scene view of Spiritual Warfare. Then in 11 



and 12 we’ll end with more fascinating and detailed visions of the 

inter-testament period as well as the end times. Good stuff! 

 

Another thing we need to be aware of or it will become confusing 

is the fact that the book of Daniel, from here on out will not flow 

in Chronological order. Chapters 7 and 8 actually take place 

chronologically between 4 and 5. Chapter 9 takes place between 

5 and 6. And chapters 10-12 take place after Daniel’s experience 

in the Lion’s den.  

 

Another cool tidbit that we haven’t made note of yet is the fact 

that the book of Daniel is the only book of the Bible that is 

written in 2 languages. Chapter 1 is written in Hebrew, but then 

something shifts and chapters 2-7 are written in Aramaic. Then 

from chapter 8 to the end it shifts back to Hebrew. 

 

And you might think – that’s interesting, but why? Aramaic was 

the chief language of the ancient world during the time of Daniel. 

Much like English is the chief language of our time or Greek was 

during the days of the Roman Empire. Bible scholars tell us that 

God had two major programs in the Old Testament. Of course, 

the first focus had to do with his people, Israel, but the other 

program had to do with his dealings with the non-Jewish, AKA 

Gentile peoples. So, in the book of Daniel, things that were 

directed towards the children of Israel were written in Hebrew. 

Chapter 1 starts of with the Jews in their land, but taken into 

exile, so it starts with Hebrew. But in chapters 2-7 God is 

speaking concerning Gentile things from Babylon, and so 

communicates in Aramaic. Then in chapter 8 God’s focus switches 

back to his people and their future. Really fascinating stuff! 

 

OK – I think we have enough background of this second section, 

now let’s start looking at chapter 7. 



I mentioned earlier that one of the remarkable things about this 

chapter is that it is actually an elaboration of Chapter 2, but from 

a different perspective.  

If you remember, in chapter 2 was the foundational prophecy of 

end time events, given to us through Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of 

a multi-metallic image that Daniel interprets.  

And the interpretation was as follows: 

The head of gold was the Babylonian empire – personified by King 

Nebuchadnezzar himself 

The arms and chest of silver was the Media-Persian Empire 

The abdomen and thighs of bronze was the Greek Empire 

The legs of iron is Rome – we can say Rome part I 

Then as an extension of the Roman Empire but in the end times 

we saw the feet and toes made of a mix. Partially iron and 

partially clay.  

You with me so far? 

 

So this is going to be elaborated on in chapter 7. The Holy Spirit 

is going to give us a different illustration and then He’s going to 

give us additional information. So, if you have your Bible’s handy, 

turn to the book of Daniel Chapter 1 

 

 

 

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a 

dream and visions of his head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote 

down the dream and told the sum of the matter. 2 Daniel 

declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds 

of heaven were stirring up the great sea. 3 And four great 

beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another.4 The 

first was like a lion and had eagles' wings. Then as I looked its 

wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground and 



made to stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was 

given to it. 5 And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear. 

It was raised up on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth 

between its teeth; and it was told, ‘Arise, devour much 

flesh.’ 6 After this I looked, and behold, another, like a leopard, 

with four wings of a bird on its back. And the beast had four 

heads, and dominion was given to it.7 After this I saw in the night 

visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and 

exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke 

in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It was different 

from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. 8 I 

considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them 

another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns 

were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes 

like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things. 

 

Explanation 

Now remember we said from here on out this isn’t in order - this 

isn’t Chronological.  So this vision Daniel is sharing with us 

actually took place after Nebuchadnezzar died but before 

Belshazzar was killed and Babylon fell. This vision was giving 

during Belshazzar’s first year and Daniel sees what we will call 

the vision of the 4 great beasts.  

 



It’s nighttime. He is having a vision – and he sees this huge body 

of water. It’s actually the Mediterranean Sea. And as he is looking 

at it he notices the wind is blowing and stirring it up. The wind is 

blowing and the waves are churning and out of that turmoil he 

sees a beast appear and then another, and another. Then one 

more. 4 beasts in all come up out of the sea.  

 

Now, when we get to Apocalyptic visions like the ones we have 

here the key is to take your time and understand that each detail 

represents something and when you research what that thing 

means and put it all together, a picture emerges and then you 

get the interpretation and the understanding.  

So that’s what we will do. It will be very cool, and fascinating as 

well. Let’s look at the first beast. 

 

The first beast 

Now, the first beast was like a lion but it had eagle’s wings. This 

is very interesting imagery. Remember this is going to show itself 

to be the same message as the metallic image of chapter 2, but 

with more details and from God’s perspective. Remember in 

chapter 2 the first part of the statue Daniel interpreted was the 

head of gold. And he explained that the head represented King 

Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian empire and so this first 

beast maps to the head of gold. Interesting fact that supports this 

– In the 1930’s archeologists in Iraq uncovered The Ishtar Gate, 



which was the 8th gate of the inner city of Babylon and was 

constructed by Nebuchadnezzar himself.  On this gate you can 

see a lion with an eagle’s wings. Archeology always confirms the 

Bible.  

And so this beast represents Babylon.  

Also, notice it said that the wings were plucked, it was lifted up 

from the earth, and made to stand upon the feet as a man, and a 

man’s heart was given to it.  

So it had the heart of a beast but then was given the heart of a 

man. Could this be a reference to Nebuchadnezzar’s conversion? 

That’s what it looks like to me. If this vision is from God’s 

perspective then we can say that Nebuchadnezzar looked 

different to God post conversion. Before conversion he looked like 

a beast, like and animal.  

This maps directly to us as New Testament followers of Christ 

because who we are now in Christ is different from who we were 

before Christ. Before, the Bible says we were enemies of God, but 

now, we are changed. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

We don’t look the same from God’s perspective and I believe 

that’s what this vision is telling us. So, beast number 1 – Babylon 

and Nebuchadnezzar.  Let’s look at the 2nd beast 

 

 

The second beast 



So, the second beast was like a bear, and it raised up itself on 

one side.  

It had 3 ribs in the mouth and between the teeth. 

It was told to Arise and devour much flesh 

So let’s break it down 

Bear – Less regal than the Eagle and the Lion, but very powerful. 

You don’t want to stand toe to toe with a bear. 

Then it said it raised itself up on one side. One side of the bear 

became more dominant than the other 

Then 3 Ribs – This beast was eating these three ribs and while it 

was eating it was told to go arise and devour much flesh 

 

Remember, this vision maps to Daniel 2 and this beast maps to 

the kingdom of Media-Persia. It was less regal than Babylon and 

yet extremely strong and powerful, like a bear. It is raised up on 

one side to show that although it was comprised of 2 sides, one 

side was more dominant, which is true about the Media-Persian 

empire. Persia eventually becomes dominant, so much so that 

history remembers this empire as the Persian empire and rarely 

recognizes the Media portion. Also, if you want to have an idea 

who these people are – The Meade’s are the modern day Kurds, 

and the Persians are the modern day Iranians.  

The 3 ribs in its mouth are the three kingdoms it conquered – 

Babylon, Lydia, and Egypt. 



J. Vernon McGee explains that “There are no wings on this bear, 

but it was told “Arise, devour much flesh”. The army of the Medo-

Persians moved like a great, lumbering, and rumbling bear—they 

even took their families along with them.” 

So we can say with confidence, the 2nd beast was the powerful 

Persian Empire. Let’s look at the third beast. 

 

The third beast 

The 3rd beast is described as like a leopard with four wings of a 

fowl. The beast also had four heads and dominion was given to it.  

Mapping to Daniel 2, this is the abdomen and thighs that were 

made of bronze that we said was the Greek Empire with 

Alexander the Great at the head.  

The leopard is a predator that leaps upon its helpless prey. It also 

had 4 wings that represent its great ability to travel rapidly. 

Alexander’s army had this ability and he is often mentioned as 

using Blitzkrieg (or Lighting War) tactics 2,000 years before Adolf 

Hitler and the Nazi’s. Alexander struck hard and fast – it was like 

a leopard with wings. 

Now notice, it says he had 4 heads. This is fascinating and we will 

get into this is more detail in later sessions, but after Alexander 

died at the young age of 32, his empire was divided up among his 

4 generals. Cassander took Macedonia; Lysimachus took Asia 

Minor; Seleucus took Syria, and Ptolemy took Egypt. The 4 heads 



are these 4 generals and the territory they controlled post-

Alexander. Now, onto the 4th and the final beast.  

 

 

The fourth beast 

When Daniel sees the next beast he has a different reaction than 

the previous three. The first three he is just explaining what he is 

seeing. But when he gets to this beast he says it is 

Dreadful 

Terrible 

Exceedingly strong 

It has great iron teeth. It devours and breaks things into pieces 

and after it breaks into pieces, it stamps on what’s left of it. This 

beast is brutal and it is ruthless, and notice, he doesn’t have an 

animal to describe it.  

He’s used lions, eagles, bears, and leopards to describe the 

previous empires, but for this, so terrible and different is it from 

the previous ones that he has nothing. He can only give us its 

characteristics.  

And it has 10 horns and it was diverse – different from the 

preceding ones.  

And if this wasn’t wild enough, now it starts to get bizarre. 

He is looking at these 10 horns and all of the sudden another 

horn comes up. This horn is described as a little horn and as it 

comes up among the other 10, 3 are ripped out from the roots. 



And as Daniel is watching this, probably with is eyes wide open 

and his mouth dropping to the floor he looks and sees that in this 

horn there are eyes! And the eyes are man’s eyes. This is freaky 

and creepy at the same time and we see it is shaking Daniel up 

because now he sees that this horn with eyes also has a mouth. 

And the mouth is speaking great things.  

 

Does anybody know what this little horn represents? Here we are 

given an important look at the one we will come to understand is 

the Antichrist and our first thing we learn about him is that he 

has a big, big mouth. He is speaking great things and we will see 

these great things include blaspheming against Jesus.  

 

Now, we are going to end tonight by reading the rest of the 

chapter. Now don’t think I am ignoring this 4th beast or the rest 

of this chapter. The fact of the matter is that this portion is so 

important that we are going to go into it in-depth next week. 

Next week we are going to do an in-depth study on the 4th Beast, 

the little horn, and the future. We will be all over the Bible and 

I’m sure we will be spending quite a bit of time in the book of 

Revelation as well because this is so important, especially in the 

day and hour we are living in now. We can see the stage being 

set. All the players are maneuvering into their place and I believe 

we may be right there – we may be right at the point where the 

things written in the Bible may begin to come to pass on the 



stage of World History. Exciting and sobering stuff. Let’s read the 

rest of this chapter to lay the foundation for what we will be doing 

next week.  

 

9 “As I looked, 

thrones were placed, 

    and the Ancient of Days took his seat; 

his clothing was white as snow, 

    and the hair of his head like pure wool; 

his throne was fiery flames; 

    its wheels were burning fire. 

10 A stream of fire issued 

    and came out from before him; 

a thousand thousands served him, 

    and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; 

the court sat in judgment, 

    and the books were opened. 

11 “I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the 

horn was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its 

body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire.12 As for the 

rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives 

were prolonged for a season and a time. 

13 “I saw in the night visions, 

and behold, with the clouds of heaven 

    there came one like a son of man, 



and he came to the Ancient of Days 

    and was presented before him. 

14 And to him was given dominion 

    and glory and a kingdom, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages 

    should serve him; 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 

    which shall not pass away, 

and his kingdom one 

    that shall not be destroyed. 

 

 

 

15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and the 

visions of my head alarmed me. 16 I approached one of those who 

stood there and asked him the truth concerning all this. So he 

told me and made known to me the interpretation of the 

things. 17 ‘These four great beasts are four kings who shall arise 

out of the earth. 18 But the saints of the Most High shall receive 

the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, forever and ever.’ 

 

 

 

19 “Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, which 

was different from all the rest, exceedingly terrifying, with its 



teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and which devoured and broke 

in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet,20 and about the 

ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn that came up 

and before which three of them fell, the horn that had eyes and a 

mouth that spoke great things, and that seemed greater than its 

companions. 21 As I looked, this horn made war with the saints 

and prevailed over them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came, 

and judgment was given for the saints of the Most High, and the 

time came when the saints possessed the kingdom. 

 

 

23 “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast, 

there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, 

    which shall be different from all the kingdoms, 

and it shall devour the whole earth, 

    and trample it down, and break it to pieces. 

24 As for the ten horns, 

out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, 

    and another shall arise after them; 

he shall be different from the former ones, 

    and shall put down three kings. 

25 He shall speak words against the Most High, 

    and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, 

    and shall think to change the times and the law; 



and they shall be given into his hand 

    for a time, times, and half a time. 

 

 

 

26 But the court shall sit in judgment, 

    and his dominion shall be taken away, 

    to be consumed and destroyed to the end. 

27 And the kingdom and the dominion 

    and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven 

    shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; 

his kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, 

    and all dominions shall serve and obey him.’ 

28 “Here is the end of the matter. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts 

greatly alarmed me, and my color changed, but I kept the matter 

in my heart.” 

 

Daniel is shook up. His thoughts greatly alarmed him. As he 

witnessed this intense vision it shook him to his core. His color 

changes – but he keeps the matter to himself.  

 

Intense stuff – Glorious stuff. I can’t wait till next week! 

 

 

 
 


