
Session XIII 
 

 
Good evening and welcome to FUEL – RockChurch’s midweek 

Bible Study where we’ve been journeying together through the 

book of Daniel.  

Now, last week we experienced a major shift in this book. If you 

remember we saw that Daniel is broken down into 2 major 

divisions. 

Chapter 1-6 focused on the career of this amazing man of God 

and could be summarized as his public ministry. 

 

But then last week we started chapter 7 and we saw this 

significant shift. We crossed over from Daniel’s public ministry to 

his prophetic revelations. Daniel was not only given the ability to 

interpret dreams and visions, apparently God bestowed on him 

direct prophetic dreams and visions. He was the recipient of some 

of the greatest revelations that any man has ever received. As far 

as intensity and detail, the only other person that we can say 

received more would be the apostle of John who received the 

entire book of Revelation by divine revelation while he was exiled 

by the Romans on the Greek island called Patmos. Beside John, 

we know the apostle Paul also was given quite a bit of divine 

revelation, although his appears to be more focused on the 

revelation and details pertaining to the gospel more than 

apocalyptic end-times revelations.   

 

So chapter 7 switches his prophetic revelations and will continue 

actually until the end of the book. Chapters 7-12 will all be what 

we’ll categorize as prophetic/apocalyptical. Another background 

note is the fact that Daniel is not entirely in chronological order.  

As a matter of fact, chapters 7 and 8 actually occurred historically 

between chapters 4 and 5.  Chapter 9 falls between 5 and 6 and 



chapters 10-12 occur after Daniel’s deliverance in the Lion’s Den. 

So just something to be mindful of so we don’t get confused.  

 

Now last week we were able to make some good progress in 

chapter 7 looking at this wild vision of these 4 beasts that had 

come up out of the Sea but there was so much ground to cover 

that we decided we were going to break it up into multiple 

sessions so we didn’t hurry through it. I was hoping to finish it in 

2 sessions but as I started unpacking it, it looks like we will do 

another session on this chapter, just to ensure we don’t miss 

anything.  

 

So, without further ado, let’s have a word of prayer and let’s get 

back in this great book.  

 

Ok, so if you will remember the scene, Daniel was in bed and as 

he lay in bed it tells us that he saw a dream and visions and then 

wrote down the sum of the matter. Now notice he wrote the sum 

of the matter. What he wrote was a summary of the entire vision. 

So that means there were more details, but these are the main 

parts and the ones that are essential and relevant to you and me.  

 

Now remember he is in his bed and sees this vision. He’s looking 

at the Mediterranean Sea. The four winds of heaven are stirring 

up the Mediterranean. The winds are blowing violently and out of 

that turmoil, 4 beast appear. The first was like a winged lion – 

The second was like a bear on its side – The third like an leopard 

with 4 wings and 4 heads. And as we broke these down we were 

able to see that this vision actually mapped directly to chapter 2 

and the multi-metallic statue from Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.  

 

Both the head of gold and the winged lion mapped directly to 

Babylon and King Nebuchadnezzar 

The arms and chest of silver and the Bear on its side mapped 

directly to the Media – Persian Empire 



Its middle and thighs of bronze and the leopard mapped to 

Greece and Alexander the Great 

 

But then Daniel sees this 4th beast and remember the words he 

used to describe it. Terrifying; Dreadful, Exceedingly strong. It 

had great iron teeth. It devoured and broke into pieces anything 

in its way and it was ruthless because after it broke things into 

pieces it would then stamp what was left with its feet. 

He also tells us that is was completely different than the 3 

preceding beasts and also that it had 10 horns.  

Also, remember as he’s looking and thinking about those 10 

horns, all of the sudden this little horn pushes its way up and as it 

does 3 of the 10 are pulled up by the roots. This little horn was 

characterized as having eyes like a man and a mouth that was 

speaking great things and as we will see it will reveal itself to be 

the antichrist and the great things it speaks is actually blasphemy 

against God.  

 

So that’s where we left off – now let’s go ahead and dig into the 

rest of this great chapter.  

If you have your Bibles handy turn them to Daniel, chapter 7, 

starting at verse 9 

 

 

9 “As I looked, 

thrones were placed, 

    and the Ancient of Days took his seat; 

his clothing was white as snow, 

    and the hair of his head like pure wool; 

his throne was fiery flames; 

    its wheels were burning fire. 



10 A stream of fire issued 

    and came out from before him; 

a thousand thousands served him, 

    and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; 

the court sat in judgment, 

 

So, now as Daniel is looking at this horn he looks and sees 

thrones being put in place. Then it says the Ancient of Days took 

his seat; This is actually a court being set up in reaction to the 

actions of the little horn.  

Now let’s break this down 

 

Ancient of Days – God the Father; Ancient, eternal. Man is having 

his little day now, but it is a drop in the bucket for the Ancient of 

Days. Notice, it says He’s seated. He’s not stressed out, he’s not 

taken by surprise by the activities of man, or the little horn for 

that matter. He is not panicked, but calm, at peace, all powerful 

and in total control. Since this is the one with whom we have to 

do we can be calm and at peace, knowing that we are connected 

to Him. (Possible teaching about Jehovah Shalom here) 

 

Also, notice that this is about authority. We’ve seen these world 

kingdoms and this last world leader who will be revealed to be 

the antichrist – the last leader over mankind apart from God. But 

God is seated on his throne. So the seat of power for this world is 



not Washington D.C. It is not in the European Union, and it is not 

in China. The true seat of power, the ultimate place of authority is 

the throne of God.  

 

Next it says his clothing is white as snow – which represent his 

attributes of holy purity and righteousness. God has unblemished 

character. Think about that for a minute. He is a being so pure 

and holy that whenever sinful people come into his presence, 

even the holiest of people, they cannot stand there. When Isaiah 

sees him high and lifted up, he says “Woe is me” John falls at his 

feet as if he is dead.  

Next we see the hair of his head like pure wool – This represents 

God’s Infinite wisdom. His ways our not our ways. His thoughts 

are not our thoughts. As high as the highest heaven, as far as the 

farthest reaches of space, that’s how high and how far apart the 

way God thinks is to the way we think. And yet, through what 

Jesus did on the Cross, we can have the mind of Christ.  

 

Throne like fiery flame – judgment. God is love. God is merciful. 

But God’s character must deal with sin. In the same way our 

bodies attack sickness when it comes on us, God’s very nature 

has to judge sin. These things the antichrist is doing, and man 

under control and dominion of the evil one has to be dealt with. 

It’s important to note that God has already dealt with it on the 

cross, so there is no reason for this judgment except for the fact 



that mankind does not choose to reason the gift, and therefore 

according to the book of John, the wrath of God abides on them. 

Jesus absorbed the wrath of God on our behalf, and so when we 

receive by faith, Jesus as our substitute, we no longer have an 

expectation of wrath at the end of our days but an expectation of 

being joyfully received by God due to the imparted righteousness 

of Christ.  

 

Wheels as burning fire – restless energy and restless power of 

God – This is reminiscent of when Ezekiel, who was a 

contemporary of Daniel, sees the throne of God and the wheels 

within a wheel in Eze 1:13-21.  

These wheels speak to the activity, energy, and power of God. 

God is seated on his throne, but it does not mean that he is not 

very active. God is always moving. Even when it feels like he is 

not moving, he is moving in our lives. As a matter of fact, at the 

times when we are waiting on God to do something a lot of times 

that’s when he’s doing a great work in us. So here we see the 

Peaceful, powerful, infinitely wise judge, getting ready to move 

against the little horn. 

 

One last thing before we move on to our next verses.  

You can’t help but notice the similarity of the Ancient of Days 

described here to the vision John sees of the glorified Christ on 

the Island of Patmos in Revelation 1. Describing Jesus he says 



that he’s clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around 

his chest. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like 

snow. His eyes like a flame of fire, and so on. Jesus has the same 

attributes of God the Father. This is remarkable because it’s one 

of the many descriptions and statements throughout the Word of 

God that give us confidence to say that Jesus is fully man, but 

fully God as well. Amazing.  

 

Let’s keep going – verses 11-14 

 

11 “I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the 

horn was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its 

body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire.12 As for the 

rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives 

were prolonged for a season and a time. 

13 “I saw in the night visions, 

and behold, with the clouds of heaven 

    there came one like a son of man, 

and he came to the Ancient of Days 

    and was presented before him. 

14 And to him was given dominion 

    and glory and a kingdom, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages 

    should serve him; 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 



    which shall not pass away, 

and his kingdom one 

    that shall not be destroyed. 

 

Remember we said this chapter maps to chapter 2. The little horn 

comes from the 4th beast which Daniel couldn’t describe but we 

know has Rome I and Rome II. In Nebuchadnezzar’s vision this 

was the legs of iron and its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.  

And then, if you remember Daniel said that as Nebuchadnezzar 

looked he saw a stone cut out by no human hand that strikes the 

image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.  As 

we broke that down we realized we were witnessing the 

destruction of the antichrist and the 2nd coming of Christ as 

described in Revelation chapter 19. Well here, we get this 

confirmed.  

Now think of this – Daniel is an Old Testament saint and he is 

witnessing New Testament events. This is really shaking him up.  

He sees the great words that the horn was speaking and then he 

sees that 4th beast, which is the Antichrist and his empire 

destroyed. Then in these night visions he sees Jesus! Man, this is 

something else! He sees with the clouds of heaven there comes 

one like a son of man – Jesus’ favorite name for himself was 

what? The Son of Man. And Jesus shows up right at God’s throne. 

And God the Father, sitting on the throne which we say is the 

seat of power for the entire universe. It says that he is given 



dominion and glory and a kingdom. All peoples, nations, and 

languages will serve him. He will have an everlasting dominion 

which will never pass away. We are seeing the book of Revelation 

here over 500 years before Jesus is born in the manger! No other 

religious book gives prophecy to this level of detail. We’ve said in 

the past that just as the specific prophecies related to his birth, 

life, death, and resurrection were literally fulfilled, so too will all 

these prophecies related to his second coming – So precise is the 

Word of God. Let’s keep going – verse 15- 18 confirm what we 

just said, but it tells us a bit   

 

 

15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and the 

visions of my head alarmed me. 16 I approached one of those who 

stood there and asked him the truth concerning all this. So he 

told me and made known to me the interpretation of the 

things. 17 ‘These four great beasts are four kings who shall arise 

out of the earth. 18 But the saints of the Most High shall receive 

the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, forever and ever.’ 

 

So Daniel tells us his spirit is anxious and alarmed. He is shook 

up as he is looking at this and there is a lot he doesn’t 

understand. So what to do? Apparently he sees an angelic being 

and so he walks up to him and asks him to interpret these things. 

The angel confirms what we’ve said already – the four beasts are 



4 kings. But then he gives us a little extra detail. The saints of 

the Most High will receive the kingdom and possess it forever. As 

we put it all together we see this maps nicely again to the book of 

Revelation and shows us both the Millennial Reign of Christ as 

well as eternity. Revelation says that will reign with him for a 

thousand years. Stop and think for a second. What do you think 

that will be like?  

 

Now let’s look at verses 19-22 

 

 

19 “Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, which 

was different from all the rest, exceedingly terrifying, with its 

teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and which devoured and broke 

in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet,20 and about the 

ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn that came up 

and before which three of them fell, the horn that had eyes and a 

mouth that spoke great things, and that seemed greater than its 

companions. 21 As I looked, this horn made war with the saints 

and prevailed over them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came, 

and judgment was given for the saints of the Most High, and the 

time came when the saints possessed the kingdom. 

 

Again, Daniel is shook up and he still has questions. This 4th beast 

and this little horn had the biggest impact on him and he wants 



to know more about it. But look, as he talks about it he reveals 

more information. It says that not only did the beast have teeth 

of iron, which we knew already, but it also has claws of bronze.  

Then it talks about the little horn and we get more info here. He 

has eyes and also a mouth that spoke great things. But now we 

see he seemed greater than its companions. He also sees that 

this horn makes war with the saints and prevailed over them until 

the Ancient of Days comes and gives the judgment in favor of the 

saints. So now, we see this map to the book of Revelation again. 

Because what is the time period that the antichrist will be able to 

make war and prevail against the saints of the Most High? It will 

be during the period of the Tribulation. Remember Augustine’s 

quote? The New Testament lies hidden in the Old and the Old is 

unveiled in the New.” Or “the New Testament is in the Old 

concealed and the Old Testament is in the New revealed.” That’s 

exactly what we have here. We are seeing all the main pieces of 

the book of Revelation concealed right here in the book of Daniel. 

. 

 

Let’s keep going –verse 23 to 25 

 

23 “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast, 

there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, 

    which shall be different from all the kingdoms, 

and it shall devour the whole earth, 



    and trample it down, and break it to pieces. 

24 As for the ten horns, 

out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, 

    and another shall arise after them; 

he shall be different from the former ones, 

    and shall put down three kings. 

25 He shall speak words against the Most High, 

    and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, 

    and shall think to change the times and the law; 

and they shall be given into his hand 

    for a time, times, and half a time. 

 

So the angel that Daniel is talking to is going to give Daniel some 

info about the 4th beast. He says it’s a 4th kingdom, as we have 

already come to understand. It’s going to devour the whole earth, 

which we have seen with the Roman Empire, and according to our 

understanding of prophecy, we will see again. The angel goes on 

to reiterate what we saw earlier. This kingdom is going to be 

brutal. It tramples down and breaks into pieces. Rome crushed 

opposition.  

Now we are going to get some information that we didn’t have 

yet about the 10 horns. The 10 horns map to the 10 toes of 

Nebuchadnezzar’s image and we see here that these 10 toes and 

10 horns are actually 10 kings, within the larger Kingdom of the 

4th beast.  



So, what of these 10? 

First, we can say that these 10 are both literal as well as 

symbolic. There are going to be 10 literal kings that come out of 

this empire – but why 10? 

We know that God does nothing haphazardly and that every word 

and every number means something and we’ve talked a bit about 

the number 7 as well as the number 4. But what does the 

number 10 mean? 

 

10 in Scripture 

Along with 3 and 7, 10 is one of the perfect numbers in the Bible.  

It is said that it signifies the perfection of divine order, but that 

can sound kind of confusing. 

The best way I can explain it is the number of complete cycle. the 

number 10 implies that nothing is wanting or lacking; that the 

thing it is referring to is 1 complete cycle. You could almost say 

that 10 represents 100% of a thing. 

 

The 10 Commandments – contain all that is necessary and no 

more than is necessary – a complete cycle of God’s law 

Noah completed the first cycle of human history – the Pre-Flood 

age – AKA antediluvian age. He was the 10th generation from 

God. 

The Lord’s Prayer has 10 clauses – complete cycle of prayer – all 

that is necessary to cover, but not more than necessary 



The Tithe is 10 percent of income and represents the whole of 

what was due from man to God – recognizes God’s claim on the 

whole.  

Ten plagues against Egypt – perfect amount of plagues needed to 

judge Egypt as well as redeem Israel 

Abraham had a total of 10 trials 

Israel rebelled against God 10x’s in the wilderness – complete 

amount of rebellion required for judgment – not entering the 

promised land 

Fire came down from heaven 10 x’s 

The people shouted for joy 10 times 

10 virgins in the parable of the 5 wise and 5 foolish virgins 

Daniel and his friends were found to be 10x’s better than their 

colleagues in chapter 1 

 

Based on this, what do these 10 toes, 10 horns, 10 kings 

represent? 

Like we said, they are literally 10 kings but when put together 

they are the total sum of power of the 4th beast.  

Also, note that this not only maps to Daniel 2 but also to 

Revelation 13 where we see the beast again with 10 horns but we 

see that those 10 horns have 10 crowns, further confirming they 

are not just kingdoms but kings. 

 



Now continuing on we see that after these 10 kings, comes the 

11th. By the way 11 is the number of incompletion, imperfection, 

and chaos. So the 11th horn takes out 3, which then makes it the 

8th horn.  

This is wild stuff because 8 is the number of new beginnings. 7 is 

completion, so 8 is a new first. Now I only bring this up because 

the Word of God is so precise. Look at verse 25 again. It says 

that he shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear 

out the saints of the Most High, and (watch this) shall think to 

change the times and the law; 

He wants a new beginning – a new age and wants to change 

everything in accordance with that. So he’s the 11th horn – 

incomplete, imperfect, and chaotic (opposite of God) and takes 

out 3, and becomes the 8th horn trying to change everything that 

has been before and user in his new age. Don’t take my word for 

it. Study this out and you will be blown away! 

Verses 26 - 28 

 

26 But the court shall sit in judgment, 

    and his dominion shall be taken away, 

    to be consumed and destroyed to the end. 

27 And the kingdom and the dominion 

    and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven 



    shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; 

his kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, 

    and all dominions shall serve and obey him.’ 

28 “Here is the end of the matter. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts 

greatly alarmed me, and my color changed, but I kept the matter 

in my heart.” 

 

So here we go again. We are seeing the book of Revelation. 

Chapter 20 verse 4 we see it says that John saw thrones and 

seated on them were those to whom authority to judge was 

committed.  

Antichrist’s kingdom is destroyed. Satan is thrown into the pit, 

and the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our God 

and of his Christ.  

There’s coming a day when there will be no more pain, suffering, 

sickness, war, disease, hate. Now the struggle is real but there is 

coming a definite, literal day when all that will be ended. 

 

Daniel is sharing this with us but he also shares its effect on him. 

His thoughts greatly alarmed him and his color changed, but he 

kept the matter in his heart.  

Like we said earlier, Daniel is shook up. This intense vision on 

how human history will come to a close was just something that 

he wasn’t equipped to handle. His color changes. Imagine he had 

a tan face, but after seeing this he probably was quite pale. He 

decides not to tell anybody and keeps the matter to himself.   

 

And this is how we are going to leave him tonight. Standing there 

with this stunned expression on his face. But God is not done with 

this prophet. God has a closeness and an intimacy with him and 

is going to share more deep things with him. When we see him 

again in chapter 8, it will actually be 2 years later. God is going to 



visit him with a vision and he is going to add more information to 

the portrait of this little horn that we’ve been looking at.  

 

 

 

 
 


