
Session X 
Handwriting’s on the Wall 
 

Intro 

Good evening! Welcome to rcFUEL, our mid-week Bible study where 

we fill up on the Word of God so we can receive the FUEL – the 

power we need to press on in this life that God has gifted us with.  

Now tonight we are in session X of the book of Daniel, and man it’s 

going to be a doozy! I mean, one thing I love about the Bible is that 

you never have to worry about a letdown. I mean, we have seen in 

the first 4 chapters some mind-blowing things. We have had some 

Epic stories that contain drama at a high level, but also instruction 

and wisdom. Some amazing takeaways pertaining to trust, integrity, 

boldness, prayer, pride, dreams, trials. Lessons on how to handle 

various crises. Lessons on how not to handle crises.  We’ve met some 

great role-models who we want to glean and apply as much as 

possible that we’ve learned from them into our lives. Daniel, 

Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael have shown us how to sing the 

Lord’s song, even when taken into captivity. They have shown us 

that loving and living for God is not dependent on everything 

working out. We’ve met an all-powerful tyrant – a despot that can 

be considered at the same level of a Julius Caesar, or an Alexander 

the great. King Nebuchadnezzar – who, before he met Daniel could 

be characterized with the one word – unstable. We saw God 

speaking to him in dreams and visions, and through the three 

Hebrew boys in the fiery furnace he was reminded of the message 

that God is trying to get through to him. Basically, God is God and he 

is not. And that’s a great lesson for all of us, amen? Then we see God 



finally get through to this man and after 7 years of loving discipline, 

we see the true conversion, the true heart change of 

Nebuchadnezzar. He now loves God with all his heart and it comes 

out in the words that he says. Out of the abundance of his heart, his 

mouth speaks and as our session ended last time we saw a happy, 

contented peaceful man, who now is in right relationship with God. 

He will definitely be one of the people in heaven I will be interested 

in meeting – for sure. 

And so we’ve been on a fast paced roller coaster ride and just when 

we think we’ll catch our breath, it just continues.  

So tonight, you would think, maybe this will be where things slow 

down a bit. Maybe it won’t be as interesting. And to that I say – it 

may slow down eventually, but tonight is going to be no less Epic 

than the preceding 4 chapters. Tonight we are going to dive into 

chapter 5 and it is going to be just as amazing as what has gone 

before.  

So let’s do some background and then let’s dig into this Word. But 

first, let’s pray. 

 

Ok – so we have to do the backstory here because the background 

has changed quite dramatically. Last time we left Nebuchadnezzar 

telling us his story and praising God. Now quite some time has 

passed since then. King Nebuchadnezzar apparently gets right with 

God just in time. He didn’t know it but not long after the events of 

chapter 4 it was his time to leave this earth. About a year or two 

after chapter 4, he passes away and now as the scene opens we 

are about 20 maybe 25 years later.  



Daniel is no longer a middle aged man, he is probably in his 70’s 

during this chapter. A lot has happened since the great King has 

passed away, so let’s fill in the blanks here, so we can put everything 

in context, and also see another great nugget about the Word of 

God as well.  

So when King Nebuchadnezzar died, his son evil-Merodach 

(merodach’s man) took the throne, only to be assassinated by his 

brother-in-law, Neriglissar who reigned 4 years and died. His son, 

Labashi-Marduk takes the throne. He is still a boy and is deemed to 

be incompetent and is then murdered. Nabonidus takes the throne 

and for a long time, archeologists considered him the last 

Babylonian King. At the time there is no mention of any Babylonian 

king after him.  Now this is important. Because of this, skeptics said 

Daniel was a fake, because there was no mention of the king we 

see in chapter 5, whose name is Belshazzar. Until. Archeology 

eventually catches up with the Bible. Information from extra-Biblical 

sources have now filled in the blanks. It turns out that Belshazzar is 

actually the son of Nabonidus. You see, Nabonidus would frequently 

leave Babylon to go pursue his 2 loves, which were 1. Collecting 

antiques and 2. Religious interests. After ruling for 3 years he left 

Babylon so he could go on a religious trip where he wanted to 

devote himself to the worship of the Mesopotamian moon god, 

named Sin. When he did this he made Belshazzar, his son co-regent, 

or co-king. Like I mentioned he did this quite often and the historical 

documentation they have now uncovered, refers to him as King. 

Interesting – The Bible got it right again. And the takeaway there is 

that even when the Bible looks wrong, it’s still right. We can say that 

not ignorantly and blindly believe, but because of its track record. So 

many proofs (quote- unquote) that the Bible isn’t true have been 



answered one by one as time goes on. We can trust the Bible, 

amen? 

Another interesting thing about this whole drama is that Nabonidus is 

actually King Nebuchadnezzar’s son-in-law so Belshazzar is actually 

Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson. Why is this interesting? Because 

Jeremiah actually prophecied that Nebuchadnezzar’s line would 

reign until his grandson and then it would be overthrown. Jer 27:6-7 

says (This is God talking through Jeremiah), “Now I have given all 

these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, 

my servant, and I have given him also the beasts of the field to serve 

him.  All the nations shall serve him and his son and his grandson, until 

the time of his own land comes. Then many nations and great kings 

shall make him their slave 

The Bible is precise and it is trustworthy, amen? 

5:1-4 

1 King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and 

drank wine in front of the thousand. 

2 Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels 

of gold and of silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out 

of the temple in Jerusalem be brought, that the king and his lords, his 

wives, and his concubines might drink from them. 3 Then they 

brought in the golden vessels that had been taken out of the 

temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, 

his wives, and his concubines drank from them. 4 They drank wine 

and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and 

stone. 

Explanation 

OK, the scene opens with King Belshazzar hosting a great feast. 



History tells us that while this was going on, his father, Nabonidus had 

already been defeated by and fled from the advancing Persian 

army.  Commentators say that this was probably an annual festival 

celebrated by the Babylonians. But this year it was a little more. This 

year they were facing this threat from the Persians so the festival was 

also a statement of faith. It was a statement that even though they 

were facing a threat, they were still confident that all would be well. 

King Belshazzar wasn’t much of a king, as we will see, but it seems he 

had the arrogance that brought down his grandfather. Even though 

the Persians were close, he still considered the city safe. And why 

not? Babylon at this time was considered impregnable and able to 

withstand any siege. Its walls were 300 feet high, roughly the size of 

the statue of Liberty including its foundation and pedestal. So they 

are massively high, they go around the whole city, and they are very 

thick. As a matter of fact, you could race 4 chariots side by side on 

top of the walls. Think of I-74 at the top of these walls – that’s how 

wide – how massive they are. There also was plenty of grain within 

the city walls and they had channeled part of the Euphrates river to 

flow directly into the city. So Babylon was heavily fortified and had 

plenty of food and water to survive any siege. Furthermore, they 

believed their gods to be superior to any other gods, so they could 

rely on protection during this time. We see this in the fact that as this 

party really starts kicking the King has what he thinks is a great idea. 

He is going to make a symbolic statement about his gods. He gives 

the command to go get the vessels of gold and silver that King 

Nebuchadnezzar had lifted from the Temple at Jerusalem.  He fills 

these sacred vessels that were dedicated to Yahweh with wine.  

Then he and his lords, his wives, and his concubines begin to use 

these vessels in their worship of other deities. The symbolism is clear – 

Our gods are better than any other god of any other people. Even 



the Hebrew God Yahweh. He is in effect saying that Satan is superior 

to Jesus. He ought not to have done that. Amen? Satan can never 

stand toe to toe to God. Let’s continue – verses 5-9 

 

 

5:5-9 

5 Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on 

the plaster of the wall of the king's palace, opposite the lampstand. 

And the king saw the hand as it wrote. 6 Then the king's color 

changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave way, and his 

knees knocked together. 7 The king called loudly to bring in the 

enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers. The king declared 

to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing, and shows 

me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a chain 

of gold around his neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 8 

Then all the king's wise men came in, but they could not read the 

writing or make known to the king the interpretation. 9 Then King 

Belshazzar was greatly alarmed, and his color changed, and his lords 

were perplexed. 

 

Explanation 

it’s amazing how fast things can change. They are partying, they are 

boasting, they are mocking God, and they are praising the gods of 

gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone and the bible says, 

immediately, this hand appears. The king is looking and he sees this 

hand, and he sees these fingers starting to write. Now it’s important 

to know the significance of the hand. During this time in history, after 

a battle the victors would cut off the right hand of those they had 



defeated and they would use this as a way to count casualties. So a 

dead lifeless hand represented a defeated enemy. Now, you have 

to love the irony. They are celebrating their superiority, and they are 

mocking one of their defeated foes, Yahweh, and while they are 

doing this, instead of the severed hand of a defeated dead god – 

the living hand of God appears, and it’s fingers start writing.  

And this young, smack-talking king when confronted with this reality, 

shows what he’s really made of. His face goes pale white, his legs go 

limp, and his knees actually start knocking togetether! And he cries 

out for his advisers and promises them promotion if they can 

interpret. They can’t read the writing and they can’t interpret it so he 

is a total mess. He’s sitting there basically white as a ghost and 

scared out of his mind. Continuing with verses 10 - 12 

 

 

Teaching 

 

5:10-12 

10 The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came 

into the banqueting hall, and the queen declared, “O king, live 

forever! Let not your thoughts alarm you or your color change. 11 

There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods. 

In the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom like 

the wisdom of the gods were found in him, and King 

Nebuchadnezzar, your father—your father the king—made him chief 

of the magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and astrologers, 12 

because an excellent spirit, knowledge, and understanding to 

interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems were found in 



this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be 

called, and he will show the interpretation.” 

Explanation 

So the queen mother who is observing this says basically, keep it 

together man. And notice it says King Nebuchadnezzar, your father – 

father is the same term used for ancestor – so she is referring to King 

Nebuchadnezzar, his grandfather. But she says King 

Nebuchadnezzar had a guy. This guy was amazing -  he was actually 

the chief of all the wisemen. He can interpret dreams, explain riddles, 

and solve problems. She’s talking about Daniel, and she says go 

ahead and call Daniel – he will show the interpretation. Verses 13 – 

16   

 

Teaching 

5:13-16 

13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king answered 

and said to Daniel, “You are that Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, 

whom the king my father brought from Judah. 14 I have heard of 

you that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that light and 

understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you. 15 Now the 

wise men, the enchanters, have been brought in before me to read 

this writing and make known to me its interpretation, but they could 

not show the interpretation of the matter. 16 But I have heard that 

you can give interpretations and solve problems. Now if you can 

read the writing and make known to me its interpretation, you shall 

be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck 

and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 



Explanation 

I like this. Notice the king has his composure back. Just a few minutes 

ago he was freaking out, but now he has a bit of a plan and he has 

to play it off like he is still in control. How silly, right? He gives Daniel a 

rundown of the situation and lets him know that he has heard good 

things about him. If he can read the writing and tell him the 

interpretation, things will go will with him. First, he will be clothed in 

purple. Purple, of course was a very expensive dye at the time and 

was worn only by royalty. The gold chain was prestigious, and it 

would be an insignia – a distinguishing mark of Daniel’s high office 

and honor. Finally, and this is really cool, notice he doesn’t say that 

Daniel will be the second ruler in the kingdom. He will be the third 

ruler in the kingdom. Remember the skeptics who mocked the 

thought of this chapter being accurate because they didn’t have 

knowledge of the co-kingship of Belshazzar and his father 

Nabonidus? But this shows us just that – Daniel can’t be made the 2nd 

ruler in the kingdom, because Belshazzar already holds that title! 

Amazing how precise the Word of God is. But it shouldn’t surprise us – 

Truth is precise and since God’s Word is truth, it is by nature precise.  

We’re making great progress now. Let’s keep going. Verses 17-23 

 

Teaching 

 

5:17-23 

17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your gifts be 

for yourself, and give your rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will 

read the writing to the king and make known to him the 

interpretation. 18 O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar 



your father kingship and greatness and glory and majesty. 19 And 

because of the greatness that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and 

languages trembled and feared before him. Whom he would, he 

killed, and whom he would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised 

up, and whom he would, he humbled. 20 But when his heart was 

lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that he dealt proudly, he was 

brought down from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken from 

him. 21 He was driven from among the children of mankind, and his 

mind was made like that of a beast, and his dwelling was with the 

wild donkeys. He was fed grass like an ox, and his body was wet with 

the dew of heaven, until he knew that the Most High God rules the 

kingdom of mankind and sets over it whom he will. 22 And you his 

son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you knew all 

this, 23 but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven. 

And the vessels of his house have been brought in before you, and 

you and your lords, your wives, and your concubines have drunk 

wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, 

of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or know, 

but the God in whose hand is your breath, and whose are all your 

ways, you have not honored. 

Explanation 

Okay, so now Daniel enters the scene. Remember, he’s in his mid-

70’s to possibly early 80’s now and you can tell he’s a bit older now 

by the way he talks. Something about getting older seems to make 

people blunter. Amen? So Daniel comes in and he makes it clear 

very quickly that he doesn’t have a lot of respect for this young king. 

It’s actually kind of comical. First he says – you can keep your gifts. 

Not going to do much good once you hear the interpretation. The 

he proceeds to give this young whippersnapper a tongue lashing.  

He basically says – you think you’re a king? You don’t even know 



what a real king is. Let me tell you about your grandfather, 

Nebuchadnezzar. Now there was a king! He then does a recap of 

chapter 4 where he recounts the great king’s humbling, and how it 

changed him. He then lays into King Belshazzar and tells him he 

should know better. He should have humbled himself, but instead he 

lifted himself up against the Lord of heaven. Very foolish.  

 

Teaching 

Now Daniel’s words bring to mind the words coined by the German 

philosopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel “We learn from history 

that we do not learn from history” 

We see this here. This young man more than likely grew up hearing 

the story of how his grandfather was humbled because of his pride. 

Daniel says as much when he told Belshazzar that he had not 

humbled his heart, even though he knew all of this. Daniel knew that 

Belshazzar knew these things and if he was wise he would have 

learned about humility from the example of his grandfather. The 

takeaway here is one of the greatest characteristics of wisdom. It is 

inevitable to make mistakes, but if we make a conscious effort to 

learn from our mistakes and to make strategies on how to avoid 

making mistakes in the future, our mistakes will not be in vain. On that 

same note, one of the greatest proofs that the Bible is what it says it 

is, the Word of God, is the fact that we get to see people not only in 

their glory, but in their weakness. We see David defeat Goliath, but 

we also see him fall into adultery with Bathsheba that led him to 

commit murder when he cannot cover up his sin. Other religious 

books don’t show their hero’s in such realistic, negative lights, but 

God shows this to us so that we can learn that there is nobody 

perfect, except Jesus. But he also shows these flaws and mistakes so 



that we can prepare and protect ourselves from them ourselves. 

Amen? It’s awesome to learn from your mistakes. It’s better and less 

painful to learn from the mistakes of others. When you see David’s 

fall with Bathsheba, you read just before that it was the time that 

King’s go to war. David is in his palace when he should have been 

out in the field. The lesson is that if he would have been where he 

was supposed to be in the first place, he could have avoided this 

devastating situation all together. So we learn from David – if we do 

what we’re supposed to be doing, it has a kind of built in protection 

to it. We need to learn from history, amen? All right! We are going to 

finish this chapter tonight. Verse 24-31 Daniel is going to give the king 

the interpretation 

 

5:24-31 

24 “Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was 

inscribed. 25 And this is the writing that was inscribed: Mene, Mene, 

Tekel, and Parsin. 26 This is the interpretation of the matter: Mene, 

God has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an 

end; 27 Tekel, you have been weighed in the balances and found 

wanting; 28 Peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes 

and Persians.” 

29 Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed 

with purple, a chain of gold was put around his neck, and a 

proclamation was made about him, that he should be the third ruler 

in the kingdom. 

30 That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. 31  And 

Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years 

old. 



 

Explanation  

Daniel first reads the writing and then gives the interpretation. Mene, 

Mene, Tekel, and Parsin. Literally “He is numbered, he is numbered; 

he is weighed; they are divided.” 

He interprets – Mene, Mene (remember 2 is the number of 

confirmation. This is going to happen) God has numbered the days 

of your kingdom and brought it to an end.  

Tekel – weighed – King Belshazzar has been weighed and he doesn’t 

quite measure up.  

Peres – divided. Your kingdom is now going to be divided up and 

given to the Medes and Persians. Remember Nebuchadnezzar’s 

dream? The head of gold was Babylon, the arms of silver was the 

Medo-Persian empire – prophecy is being fulfilled right here.  

It goes on to say that very night Belshazzar is killed. Babylon, which 

appeared to be impregnable, somehow fell in one night. Remember 

we said that they had plenty of water because they had diverted 

part of the Euphrates river to come directly into the city? Apparently 

unbeknownst to Belshazzar, the commander of Darius army, a guy 

by the name of Gobryas, had the army dig out a canal outside of 

Babylon. On the night these events take place, he diverts the water 

from the Euphrates that was going into Babylon to the canal. His 

soldier are then able to walk into the city. They take the now dry bed 

to the walls of the city and enter Babylon from her walls. No siege, 

and an instantaneous transfer of power.  

The takeaway here is that trust in anything else but God – however 

secure it may seem – is a flawed strategy. Belshazzar depended on 

Babylon’s walls, food supply, water supply, and false gods to keep 



him and his kingdom secure, but in time of crises these were a 

mirage that disappeared right before their eyes.  

What a great lesson for us. Some trust in horses, some trust in Chariots, 

but we trust in the Name of the Lord, our God. If you believe it say 

amen? 

And if you believe it, let’s give God a hand of praise for being our 

security and the one we trust in! 


