
Session XIV 
 

 

Good evening and welcome, once again to FUEL. RockChurch’s 

mid-week Bible study where we come together to dive deep into 

the Word of God and find life, hope, peace, and strength to power 

through this life that God has given us to live.  

 

In the gospel of John, chapter 1 verse 14, talking about Jesus, it 

says that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Jesus is 

the Word and the great mystery of Christmas is what theologians 

call the incarnation – the fact that the God became flesh and 

dwelt among us. But what is really interesting to me is that one 

of Jesus’ names or titles is The Word. The Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us. When the Word put on human flesh the world 

received a picture of God unlike any that had previously been 

received, and when we receive the Word of God in our inner man 

and let that Word have its way in our heart it begins to change 

us. As we do this, the Word becomes flesh and we begin to 

present by our lives and character a bit of a picture, a glimpse if 

you will, of what God is like.  

 

This is both a great privilege and a great mystery – that God, 

through his Word, is transforming us into his image. From faith to 

faith and from glory to glory. If you’re grateful for God’s Word 

and the power it has to change us, say amen! 

 

So we are going to dig into chapter 8 of the book of Daniel 

tonight, but before we do, let’s start off this session like we start 

every session, and that’s with a Word of prayer, inviting God to 

bless our study and minister to our hearts tonight.  

 



Now, we have been journeying, and I use the word journeying 

because that’s what it’s been, a journey. Since early December of 

last year we have been journeying through the book of Daniel. 

It’s hard to believe but we are actually in our 14th session tonight.  

We are in the second section of the book. If you remember the 

first section was chapters 1-6 which was Daniel’s public ministry. 

Now we’re in the 2nd section which could be titled Daniel’s 

prophetic visions. 

 

We just finished an exciting and very meaty chapter. Chapter 7 

which we saw mapped to Chapter 2 which was Nebuchadnezzar’s 

dream, but this time it included the vision of the 4 Beasts, and as 

we broke down this vision of the 4 beasts we were introduced to 

and began to zone in on this character who will be a prominent 

player in the last days. The little horn of the 4th beast is none 

other than the antichrist that we learn so much about in the book 

of Revelation.   

 

So tonight Daniel is going to get more information regarding the 

future. Let’s start reading in verse 1 of chapter 8 

 

In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared 

to me, Daniel, after that which appeared to me at the first. 2 And I 

saw in the vision; and when I saw, I was in Susa the citadel, 

which is in the province of Elam. And I saw in the vision, and I 

was at the Ulai canal. 

Explanation 

Okay, remember our chronology here. We are still in the time of 

Babylon – the 3rd year of King Belshazzar but something 

interesting is happening already. Daniel, in his vision sees himself 

in Susa the citadel, or palace which is in the province of Elam. 



Anybody know where Elam is or what Elam maps to modern day? 

Elam is Iran. Anytime you see Persia or Elam in the Scripture it is 

speaking of what we know of today as Iran. So Daniel is in Iraq 

having a vision that takes place in Iran. Interesting.  

And it says that he is at Susa the citadel: Shushan the palace 

(the Citadel of Susa) located near Andimesk is mentioned 19 

times in Esther, as well as in Nehemiah 1:1 and Daniel 8:2. Not 

only was Shushan the ancient capital of the Elamite empire, but 

became the capital of the Medo-Persian Empire after Cyrus 

conquered Babylon. So, for this particular vision, Daniel is shown 

the capital of the upcoming Persian empire before it is the Persian 

empire. Now before we go further just a quick admin note. 

Remember we said that Daniel is the only book in the Bible 

written in 2 languages? The portion of the book that is directed 

specifically to the children of Israel was written in Hebrew, but 

God, speaking the language of the people of the day has chapter 

2-7 written in Aramaic. So for the majority of the book we have 

been reading the Aramaic portion. Starting here, if we were 

looking at this in its original language, we’d see this chapter shift 

us back from Aramaic to Hebrew. God’s focus now switches back 

directly to his people.  

 

Let’s look at what he saw. Starting in verse 3, Daniel says 

 

 



 3 I raised my eyes and saw, and behold, a ram standing on the 

bank of the canal. It had two horns, and both horns were high, 

but one was higher than the other, and the higher one came up 

last. 4 I saw the ram charging westward and northward and 

southward. No beast could stand before him, and there was no 

one who could rescue from his power. He did as he pleased 

and became great. 

Explanation 

Ok, this is going to be a very straight forward chapter. We are 

not going to have to do a lot of digging in a lot this chapter 

because it is going to tell us very plainly what the vision is, as 

well as the interpretation. As a matter of fact, none other than 

the Arch-Angel Gabriel is going to show up later in this chapter 

and he is going to give Daniel the full interpretation. 

So, let’s break down the main facts and what they mean first, 

and then we’ll check out Gabriel’s interpretation in a bit. 

First notice we have a ram with 2 horns. As Gabriel will tell us 

later, this is the Media-Persian Empire. At the head of this empire 

was Cyrus – a very significant character in the Bible. An 

interesting note about this, when the Persian King was at the 

head of his army, he wore the head of ram instead of the diadem 

1. So, keeping everything straight, this ram maps to the 2nd 

beast in the vision of the 4 beasts. The bear lifted up on 

one side 



2. About the ram it says both horns are high but one is 

higher than the other 

a. Remember this is the Media Persian Empire. The lower 

horn represents Media, and the higher horn represents 

Persia. In history we can see that Persia swallows up 

Media and becomes known simply as the Persian 

empire. 

3. Now we see the higher horn came up after the first one. 

History bears this out. It was Media first, then the 

Persians 

4. Now notice, the ram is charging westward, northward, 

and southward and is unstoppable. It does what it pleases 

and increases to great power. The Persian Army was 

massive and unstoppable. This is a very accurate 

description of Cyrus and the Media-Persian Empire 

 

Let’s keep reading, verse 5-8 

 

5 As I was considering, behold, a male goat came from the west 

across the face of the whole earth, without touching the ground. 

And the goat had a conspicuous horn between his eyes. 6 He 

came to the ram with the two horns, which I had seen standing 

on the bank of the canal, and he ran at him in his powerful 

wrath. 7 I saw him come close to the ram, and he was enraged 

against him and struck the ram and broke his two horns. And the 



ram had no power to stand before him, but he cast him down to 

the ground and trampled on him. And there was no one who 

could rescue the ram from his power. 8 Then the goat became 

exceedingly great, but when he was strong, the great horn was 

broken, and instead of it there came up four conspicuous horns 

toward the four winds of heaven. 

 

1. So, while Daniel is looking at the ram, all of the sudden 

he sees a male goat coming from the west 

a. The male goat represents Greece, or the Greco-

Macedonian empire 

b. In the vision of the 4 beasts this male goat maps to the 

leopard with the four wings and four heads 

2. It’s coming across the face of the whole earth, without 

touching the ground 

a. Remember the leopard that had four wings and that 

spoke to the speed of Alexander the Greats army? Here 

we see more verification. It’s coming across the face of 

the whole earth, without touching the ground. It is fast. 

Alexander the Great has been called the father of the 

blitzkrieg.  

3. It has a conspicuous horn between his eyes 

a. So the goat is the Greco-Macedonian Empire. Who is 

this conspicuous horn? Alexander the Great 



4. It attacks the ram with powerful wrath. It is enraged 

against him and strikes him so hard that he brakes both 

of the ram’s horns. The ram has no power and crumples 

before the goat. The goat tramples him and there is 

nobody who can help the ram 

a. Chuck Missler describes how this played out in history. 

“Previously, none could escape from the ram’s power 

(v. 4); now none could escape from the goat (v. 7). He 

was enraged at the Persians for having defeated the 

Greeks at the Battle of Marathon (490 B.C. and the 

Battle of Salamis (481), Greek cities near Athens. He 

quickly conquered Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt, and 

Mesopotamia in a few years, beginning in 334 B.C.  The 

greatness that had characterized the ram now belonged 

to the goat” 

5. So this goat, from this victory now becomes ‘exceedingly 

great’ (interestingly, his title is the great and the Bible 

states, hundreds of years before he shows up that he is 

‘exceedingly great’. So, he has become exceedingly great, 

but then something interesting happens 

a. It says that when he was strong that the conspicuous 

horn is broken 

b. When the horn is broken it is replaced by four 

conspicuous horns 



i. The horns point in the direction of the 4 winds of 

heaven.  

This is fascinating the level of detail God is giving us regarding 

Alexander. The conspicuous horn is broken and then, if you 

remember the leopard in chapter 7 that this maps to? It had 4 

heads, now we see these 4 horns and these 4 horns and the 4 

heads of the leopard are the same. 

The Bible says that when he was strong the great horn was 

broken, and we find out from history this is exactly what 

happens.  

At the age of 32 Alexander the Great had conquered the known 

world. And then, after drinking all night in Babylon, he gets a 

fever that lasts 10 days, and just like that, Alexander is dead at 

the age of 32. When he was strong the great horn is broken.  

Then the vision says that 4 conspicuous horns spring up in its 

place. This maps directly to history as well. 

Alexander left no clear successor and so his empire is divided up 

amongst his 4 generals 

1. Cassander takes Macedonia and Greece 

2. Lysimacus takes most of modern day Turkey and some 

other territory 

3. Seleucus takes Syria and the lands to the east, all the 

way to India 

4. Ptolemy takes Egypt, Cyrene, parts of Arabia and Turkey 

 



 

Now, we are about to read verses 9-14 but before we do, this will 

be a good place to talk about two communication devices the 

Holy Spirit uses that are extremely important when it comes to 

Biblical Prophecy, and the Bible in general and are going to be 

very relevant as we go through the rest of the chapter. 

We have touched a bit on these in past sessions, but I really want 

to cement it tonight, so we can recognize them when they occur. 

Now, the first of these is called the law of Double Reference. 

Everybody say double reference. 

The other communication device, and these are all over the Old 

Testament, are types. Everybody say types. So we have the law 

of double reference, and we have types as methods God uses to 

communicate truth to us. Some Bible teachers consider types to 

be a type of double reference, but to keep things simple tonight 

we are just going to consider them 2 separate entities.  

 

Double Reference 

What is a double reference? 

I like J. Dwight Pentecost’s definition. He said a double reference 

is "Two events, widely separated as to the time of their 

fulfillment, may be brought together into the scope of one 

prophecy. This was done because the prophet had a message for 

his own day as well as for a future time . . . It was the purpose of 



God to give the near and far view so that the fulfillment of the 

one should be the assurance of the fulfillment of the other." 

 

One of the classic examples of this is found in Ezekiel 28 where 

the prophet begins giving a word of judgment to the prince or 

ruler of Tyre, and then he shifts gears and starts saying things 

that although they are directed to the king of Tyre, it becomes 

clear that he is talking about somebody else. In this case he is 

talking about Satan and describing his fall. Let’s look at it, 

starting in Ezekiel 28:12 

 

Eze 28:12  "Son of man, take up a lamentation for the king of 

Tyre, and say to him, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "You were the 

seal of perfection, Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  

Eze 28:13  You were in Eden, the garden of God; Every precious 

stone was your covering: The sardius, topaz, and diamond, Beryl, 

onyx, and jasper, Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. 

The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes Was prepared for 

you on the day you were created.  

Eze 28:14  "You were the anointed cherub who covers; I 

established you; You were on the holy mountain of God; You 

walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones.  

Eze 28:15  You were perfect in your ways from the day you were 

created, Till iniquity was found in you.  



Eze 28:16  "By the abundance of your trading You became filled 

with violence within, And you sinned; Therefore I cast you as a 

profane thing Out of the mountain of God; And I destroyed you, 

O covering cherub, From the midst of the fiery stones.  

Eze 28:17  "Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; You 

corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor; I cast you 

to the ground, I laid you before kings, That they might gaze at 

you. 

 

So he is talking about the King of Tyre, but then you realize he is 

also speaking to the anointed cherub who covers, and as you 

study it out you realize he is describing the creation and fall of 

the cherub known as Lucifer or Satan. It’s a double reference.  

 

Now, let’s look at Types 

What is a type? 

Types are all over the Old Testament and usually point to and/or 

describe Christ or something pertaining to Christ. Xenos.org 

explains it this way: 

 

“The Old Testament prophet describes an event, person, or 

institution ("type") and later Scripture reveals the prophetic 

significance of this event, person, or institution ("anti-type").” 

I would add that sometimes, as in the case of what we are about 

to look at, history itself reveals the prophetic significance. 



 

Here are a couple of well known types. 

1. Snake lifted up in the desert (Numbers 21: 8,9) 

a.  8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent 

and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when 

he sees it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze 

serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit 

anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.  

b. Fulfillment – In John chapter 3:14-15 Jesus explains to 

Nicodemus that this event foreshadowed him being 

lifted up on the cross for mankind’s forgiveness of sin 

i. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 

15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal 

life. 

2. Mana in the Desert 

a. Exodus 16:4 and 16:15. 16:4 reads “4 Then the Lord 

said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from 

heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather 

a day's portion every day, that I may test them, 

whether they will walk in my law or not.” And 16:15 

says “15 When the people of Israel saw it, they said to 

one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it 

was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the 

Lord has given you to eat.” 



b. Fulfillment – Jesus is the Manna 

i. John 6:32-35: 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, 

truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you 

the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you 

the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of 

God is he who comes down from heaven and gives 

life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give 

us this bread always.”35 Jesus said to them, “I am 

the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not 

hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never 

thirst. 

What’s really cool about types is that they are so accurate they 

become another proof that the Bible is divinely inspired. This type 

of the Manna is one such proof. Notice when God gave them the 

Manna, the children of Israel didn’t recognize it as food. They 

didn’t know what it was so they named it Manna, which literally 

means, what is it? And when Jesus came, the children of Israel as 

a whole didn’t recognize who he was. In essence God sent Jesus 

down as bread from heaven for his people, and instead of 

receiving him they said “what is it?” Amazing! 

 

So in this piece of scripture we’re going to see a double reference 

and a type. Verses 9-14 reads 

 



9 Out of one of them came a little horn, which grew exceedingly 

great toward the south, toward the east, and toward the glorious 

land. 10 It grew great, even to the host of heaven. And some of 

the host and some of the stars it threw down to the ground 

and trampled on them. 11 It became great, even as great as the 

Prince of the host. And the regular burnt offering was taken away 

from him, and the place of his sanctuary was overthrown. 12 And a 

host will be given over to it together with the regular burnt 

offering because of transgression, and it will throw truth to the 

ground, and it will act and prosper.  

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to 

the one who spoke, “For how long is the vision concerning the 

regular burnt offering, the transgression that makes desolate, 

and the giving over of the sanctuary and host to be trampled 

underfoot?” 14 And he said to me, “For 2,300 evenings and 

mornings. Then the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful 

state.” 

 

Explanation 

Alright, so as we talked about earlier here, in the little horn, we 

have both a type and a double reference. 

Let’s break this down. 

Daniel is looking and he sees the horn of the ram broken at the 

height of its power, then he sees these 4 horns come up in 



Alexander’s place. These 4 generals divvy up the empire 4 ways, 

and now we see a leader, a little horn comes up from one of the 

territories of the 4 generals. And this is where it gets interesting, 

because this is a double reference. As we saw last week, the little 

horn – that horn that had the eyes of a man and a mouth that 

spoke great things – was a type of antichrist and we learned 

several things about the antichrist. Well here, we see the little 

horn again, but it’s important to note the fact that it is called a 

little horn is for us to associate it with the little horn of the 

previous chapter, because this little horn is going to give us some 

very important information that Jesus himself is going to 

reference concerning the antichrist and the end times.  

 

History actually tells us who this little horn is. The little horn here 

comes out of the 3rd conspicuous horns kingdom. Remember we 

said that the general, Seleucus takes Syria and maps to the 3rd 

horn. Well history tells us that out of his kingdom a guy by the 

name of Antiochus IV, or Antiochus Epiphanes comes to power. 

He is the 8th king of the Syrian dynasty. And we see that he 

grows more and more powerful it says that he grows exceedingly 

great toward the south, east, and the glorious land (which is a 

description of Israel) 

And then it says, and if we’re paying attention we can see that it 

shifts into the double reference and now you can see clearly that 

we are talking about the antichrist. It magnifies itself to be as 



great as the prince of the Host, which is a reference to Jesus. 

Then it says that he takes away the offering due to God and he 

takes over God’s temple. Also, it’s interesting to note that some 

of the host and some of the stars are thown down to the ground 

and trampled on them. This sounds a lot like Revelation 12 where 

we see that Satan described as the dragon. It says that the 

dragon’s “tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast 

them to the earth.” This is further confirmation that we are 

talking about the one possessed by Satan, the antichrist.  

 

Now look at this, it says this little horn throws truth to the 

ground. Evil prospers when lies prosper and that’s what we’re 

seeing here.  

 

Now, and this is where we are going to end tonight we see this 

very interesting conversation take place. Daniel hears an angel 

speaking. And then he hears another angel ask the angel that is 

speaking a question. And the question is this. “How long is this 

going to go on?” Basically, how long will this little horn be able to 

prosper and have authority over these things?  

Also notice he asks about something we haven’t heard about yet, 

but it is a key event in the Bible and is a key to understanding 

this whole thing. The angel asks about “the transgression that 

makes desolate”. If you’re taking notes or highlighting, make a 

note of that. The transgression that makes desolate.  



And then the angel answers back but it doesn’t answer the other 

angel. Daniel says “And he said to me, “For 2300 evenings and 

mornings. Then the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful 

state.” So you get the impression that the question was asked for 

Daniel’s and consequently our benefit. Very cool.  

 

Now, we know this is a double reference – the first being 

Antiochus Epiphanes and then of course as a reference to 

antichrist.  

So there’s still a lot more to talk about here, so we’ll kind of end 

on a cliff hanger tonight and then next week we’ll finish 

unpacking it.  

Sound good? 

 

So let’s end by reading the last 12 verses of the chapter as a 

preview to next week, and then close out with a word of prayer.  

 

Starting in verse 15, it reads 

 

 

15 When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought to understand it. 

And behold, there stood before me one having the appearance of 

a man. 16 And I heard a man's voice between the banks of 

the Ulai, and it called, “Gabriel, make this man understand the 

vision.” 17 So he came near where I stood. And when he came, I 



was frightened and fell on my face. But he said to me, 

“Understand, O son of man, that the vision is for the time of the 

end.” 

18 And when he had spoken to me, I fell into a deep sleep with my 

face to the ground. But he touched me and made me stand 

up. 19 He said, “Behold, I will make known to you what shall be at 

the latter end of the indignation, for it refers to the appointed 

time of the end. 

 

 

 20 As for the ram that you saw with the two horns, these are the 

kings of Media and Persia. 21 And the goat is the king of Greece. 

And the great horn between his eyes is the first king. 22 As for the 

horn that was broken, in place of which four others arose, four 

kingdoms shall arise from his nation, but not with his 

power. 23 And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the 

transgressors have reached their limit, a king of bold face, one 

who understands riddles, shall arise.24 His power shall be great—

but not by his own power; and he shall cause fearful 

destruction and shall succeed in what he does, and destroy 

mighty men and the people who are the saints. 25 By his cunning 

he shall make deceit prosper under his hand, and in his own 

mind he shall become great. Without warning he shall destroy 

many. And he shall even rise up against the Prince of princes, 



and he shall be broken—but by no human hand. 26 The vision 

of the evenings and the mornings that has been told is true, 

but seal up the vision, for it refers to many days from now.” 

27 And I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days. Then I 

rose and went about the king's business, but I was appalled by 

the vision and did not understand it. 

 

 

 

 

 


