
Session XV 
 

Good Evening, and welcome to FUEL. And welcome to session XV of the book of Daniel. You know, 

before we go any further, let me congratulate you. As we get ready to complete chapter 8 tonight we 

can say that, for all intents and purposes, you now have all the key basic knowledge of one of the major 

storylines that weaves its way through the book of Daniel and in fact is key throughout all of Bible 

prophecy, and that storyline could be called – 4 major empires and the coming lawless one. In chapters 

2, 7, and 8 the Holy Spirit has laid out in detail first - the 4 major empires of Gentile world history – the 

lawless one that will come out of the last empire, known as the antichrist, and finally it shows how this 

current age we are now living in will end and how mankind’s rebellion against God will finally be 

resolved. And we’ve seen, here in the Old Testament that it will be resolved with the 2nd coming of Jesus 

Christ, when he puts down the rebellion led by the antichrist.  

 

Now, let me say congratulations again because since we’ve changed gears and moved from the first 

section of this great book – chapters 1-6, which highlighted Daniel’s Public ministry make up the first 

section. There was a lot of great material there that we spent a good deal of time digging into. But then 

is chapter 7 we shifted gears. Chapter 7 through the end of the book will now consist of Daniel’s 

Prophetic visions – and that’s why I say you are to be congratulated, because actually we are in one of 

the most complex, one of the most technical sections in the Word of God. We are being given a lot of 

information that on the surface seems very hard to understand.  

 

We are actually in a section that many stay away from because the apocalyptic nature of these visions 

can be hard to get a handle on. Consequently, the body of Christ suffers because we miss out on this 

phenomenal section.  

 

As ministers, we can unintentionally dumb down the message of the Bible by steering away from these 

complex sections.  

However, we don’t believe that here at Rock Church. Our slogan, and really the phrase that 

characterizes who we are is “Same Message, different language” And when we say Same Message, we 

mean the WHOLE message. Amen? Not just bits and pieces. So we go verse by verse and we don’t shrink 

back from anything. Because if God saw fit to put it in his everlasting Word, then there must be 

something there for us in it, amen?  

 

And I have confidence in you and I have confidence in the Holy Spirit that as we go through it may be 

hard to wrap our minds around at first, but if we don’t quit, it will begin to make more and more sense. 

 

And the method I am using to help us get an understanding of this stuff can be summed by what I’ll call 

the 3 R’s. 

 

1. Review – Going back over previous material before teaching new material 

2. Reinforce – Going back over previous material while teaching new material so we can put it in 

context 



3. Repeat – Repetition is the key to mastering something. Remember Sesame Street. How many 

times and in how many different ways did they count to 10. Constantly repeating until it 

becomes cemented. That’s what we’re after. If I said “spell the word CAT right now, I have no 

doubt that everybody here could do it instantly. That’s because that knowledge is cemented 

inside of us from years of review, reinforcement, and repetition. And now it’s cemented. 

 

So, I said all of that to just congratulate you, and encourage you, and to tell you that if you don’t 

have it yet – it’s really no biggie and it’s nothing to be intimidated by. Catch what you can, and then 

go over it. And then go over it. And then go over it. It’s a life time adventure and a win win situation. 

We are in a win win situation. If Jesus tarries in His return, we have this word to dig into until the 

day we die. And if he returns, then we’ll be with the living Word forever and ever. 

If that sounds awesome to you, say Amen! 

 

Okay, we are going to finish chapter 8 tonight and will also be doing a lot of reviewing, reinforcing, 

and repeating so we can get this good stuff cemented in us, but before we do, let’s pray.  

 

Now, at this point it is important to bring together the main pieces of the puzzle that the Holy Spirit 

has been methodically putting together, so that we can see more clearly the picture that’s beginning 

to emerge. 

 

This picture began to come into focus in chapter 2, which we have been referring to again and again. 

It’s important to note that chapter 2 is what we will call one of the building blocks of prophecy. It’s 

one of the foundational pieces of Scripture that is essential to understanding other portions.  

Chapter 2 is the door into the second section of Daniel.  

Chapter 2 lays the foundation and chapters 7-12 continue to reinforce the foundation, but as they 

reinforce what’s already been said, we see the Holy Spirit add more details, and as we observe the 

nature of the details He is adding, we begin to see that He has a definite purpose – a definite 

direction He is taking us in. It’s actually a bit stunning when you view it from this light. 

 

So, let’s take a look at this. 

Chapter 2 

By way of review, you will recall that King Nebuchadnezzar had this dream that shook him up pretty 

bad. He had a dream and, to prove that they were not deceiving him, he demanded the wise men of 

his kingdom to not only give the interpretation of the dream, but he refused to even tell them what 

the dream was. Talk about being setup for failure. They had to tell him the dream first, then tell him 

what it meant. He figured if they could do that, then they were legit. Well, remember these advisors 

were deep into the occult. We had magicians, enchanters, sorcerers, and Caldeans, whose name 

was synonymous with the occult.  They had some power, but it was demonic in nature and of 

course, since it did not have its source in God it could only go so far. Also remember, since it was 

demonic it couldn’t really be truly helpful, just deceitful.  

So they couldn’t tell them his dream which causes a bad reaction from this guy who is very unstable 

at the time, and so he gives a decree for all of the wisemen in Babylon to be executed. 

 



Daniel and his 3 friends here about it and go into prayer and God blesses Daniel by giving him both 

the dream and the interpretation of the dream. Daniel goes to the king and tells him the dream and 

what it meant. Nebuchadnezzar who realizes he has just witnessed one of the most awesome 

displays of the power of God imaginable gets down on his face to worship Daniel. 

 

And this is a dramatic story and as it unfolds we are blown away. There are many lessons to take 

away from the story but I believe the main reason why this is recorded in Scripture is that God 

wanted to reveal to the world this foundational prophetic truth so that he could begin to build on it 

later on. 

 

So, what was the dream? If you remember this dream was the multi-metallic image of the 4 Gentile 

world empires that would eventually be overthrown by a final empire, which was none other than 

the Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. One of the major themes of the book of Revelation 

is that of the kingdoms of this world becoming the kingdom of our God and of his Christ.  

 

Now let’s take a moment to look at this multi-metallic image, but let’s go ahead and link it all 

together with the 4 beasts of chapter 7 and the Ram and He-Goat of chapter 8. By doing this the 

picture will continue to become clearer.  

 

So Nebuchadnezzar sees this huge image, standing out in the desert. To get the visual we imaged it 

was about the size of the Statue of Liberty. 

The image was mighty and exceedingly bright.  

The might and brightness represent the way the kingdoms of this earth look from man’s 

perspective. They look mighty and glorious. It’s important to mention that that’s not the way God 

sees these kingdoms. When seen from man’s perspective, they seem glorious, but if you remember 

in chapter 7 we see them from God’s perspective and from that perspective they are nothing more 

than grotesque beasts. 

 

So the head of this image, Daniel tells us, is made of fine gold.  

This first part of the image is also the first beast mentioned in chapter 7 which was the lion with 

eagles wings. The wings get plucked off. Then it gets lifted up off the ground and made to stand on 

its feet like a man and the mind of a man is given to it.  

This head of gold and first beast in chapter 7 are one in the same. Does anybody remember what it 

represents?  

Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon.  

So – head of gold and first beast in chapter 7 = the empire of Babylon with King Nebuchadnezzar at 

the head. 

 

Next Daniel tells the king about the chest and the arms. They are made of silver. This is a subsequent 

empire – the empire that will follow Babylon. Now fast forward to chapter 7, this is the 2nd beast 

shown there. This is the bear, raised up on one side that has 3 ribs in its mouth between its teeth 

that was told to arise and devour much flesh. Finally, to get the last bit of detail on this, we looked 

at chapter 8, where Daniel was shown a ram which was in the province of Elam – which is modern 



day Iran. The ram had two horns, one higher than the other. Nobody could stand before it, but 

eventually it gets routed by the male goat coming from the west.  

So, this is the Media-Persian empire. Notice it has 2 arms, 2 horns, and when described as a bear is 

raised up on one side – one side is stronger than the other. History showed us that was true of the 

Media-Persian Empire. At first 2 parts but the Persian part was more dominant and eventually 

swallowed up the Media part so much so that it is often just referred to as the Persian Empire. 

 

So – the head of gold/lion with eagle’s wings is Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar 

The chest and arms of silver/AKA the Bear raised up on one side/AKA the Ram with 2 horns is the 

Media-Persian Empire with Cyrus at the head 

 

Next in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is the middle and thighs of bronze. This maps directly to the 3rd 

beast in chapter 7 which is the leopard with 4 wings and 4 heads. This then continues to map to the 

male goat of chapter 8. This male goat came from the west so fast that it didn’t touch the ground. It 

had a notable horn, but then the horn was broken at the peak of its power and from where the one 

horn was 4 more horns arose.  

This (and Gabriel is going to confirm this for us here in just a few minutes) is the Greco-Macedonian 

Empire with Alexander the great at the head. The 4 horns and 4 heads all speak of the 4 generals 

that succeed Alexander when he died at the height of his power at the age of 32 

And now, and this is extremely interesting because as God has been laying this foundation he’s been 

adding more info as we go and finally we see one of the main purposes of what God is wanting to 

communicate to us. Out of one of those 4 horns came a picture, a type if you will, of the future 

world leader that will lead the world away from God and then attempt to lead the world in a war on 

God, if you can imagine! We also get some information about this thing called the abomination of 

desolation, where this ruler will basically set himself up in the temple of God and declare he is God 

and that it is he that should be worshipped. Jesus warns future followers that when they see this 

event spoken of by Daniel the Prophet to immediately flee Jerusalem, because persecution is going 

to hit in full force.  

 

Now, the last thing Daniel saw as far as the image itself was the legs of iron and the feet partly of 

iron and partly of clay. This was the fourth beast of chapter 7 – the one that Daniel called terrifying, 

dreadful, and exceedingly strong. He didn’t have a beast to describe it as. This empire maps to the 

Roman Empire in 2 parts. The legs of iron represent Rome in its first iteration. But the feet partly of 

iron and partly of clay is what we’ve been calling Rome – part II.  

Again, probably the most important thing to see in this is that God is trying to communicate to us 

information about the antichrist again, because in this 4th beast we see the little horn which gives us 

details of what he is going to be like. And one of his main characteristics is that he’s going to have a 

big mouth, a mouth that speaks great things, and his words are going to blasphemy God.  

 

Then of course, Daniel explains that there is going to be this stone that is going to be cut out of a 

mountain but by no human hand and it is going to strike the image on its feet of iron and clay. 

And we saw that this mapped to chapter 7 where the ancient of days sets up his throne for 

judgment as well as Revelation chapter 19 where we see the 2nd coming of Christ and the kingdoms 

of this world become the kingdom of our God and of His Christ.    



 

So, there’s more details that are going to unfold as we go forward. Especially when we get to 

chapter 9 starting next week. But we can now accurately summarize God’s purpose in putting Daniel 

2, Daniel 7, and Daniel 8 in the Bible, and it’s this. 

 

2600 years ago, God gave Daniel specific details foretelling the future empires of mankind so that he 

could explain to mankind that eventually there is going to come a very wicked world leader, known 

as the antichrist, who is going to attempt to turn the world against the true God. But when things 

seem like they cannot get any worse, the Messiah of mankind, under authority from the Ancient of 

Days will come with the clouds from heaven with the armies of heaven and take the world back and 

establish his kingdom in its place.  

 

What’s fascinating is that this message is given very clearly in the Old Testament. What we see in the 

book of Revelation is not new. What we get in Revelation is God unveiling the details and filling in 

the blanks. We know in the Old Testament here is the book of Daniel, that this wicked leader is 

going to come, but the New Testament lets us know it’s the antichrist. In Daniel we know that the 

Messiah is going to overthrow this ruler, but in the New Testament we find out that Jesus is this 

Messiah we’ve been told about.  

This is very significant, especially when you talk to people who might accept the Old Testament but 

not the New. Not only that but this is also going to be very significant for the Jewish people when 

the antichrist comes on the scene, because God made sure he put the information in the Old 

Testament so that they will realize who the antichrist is without the aid of the New Testament, 

which they don’t accept. However, once they identify the antichrist, whom they might first take to 

be the Messiah, many prophecy teachers believe it will lead them to realize they missed their real 

Messiah. These same teachers say that when this happens there are going to be a massive amount 

of conversion. 

That makes sense to me, because it Romans chapter 11:25 and 26 Paul explains that there is a 

partial blindness that has happened to the Jews regarding Jesus until the fullness of the gentiles 

(that’s you and me) comes in. He then goes on to make the staggering statement that “in this way 

all Israel will be saved, as it is written, "The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness 

from Jacob" 

What event could all of the sudden cause all of Israel to be saved? Perhaps it will be this realization 

when the antichrist unmasks himself and shows himself for who he truly is –  

Wild! 

 

Okay, so we said we were going to finish up chapter 8 tonight, so let’s do that. We have to finish this 

chapter tonight because starting next week we are going to be looking at a portion of Scripture that 

scholars universally agree is unequivocally the most important prophecy in the Old Testament.  And 

if you’re familiar with prophecy, you’ll know that I am talking about what is known as the 70 weeks 

of Daniel. It’s going to be a fascinating study. But before we get there we need to finish 8. We left off 

last time in chapter 8 verse 14, so if you have your Bibles turn there now.  

Okay, if you remember, Daniel had the vision where he was in Iran and he saw this Ram and this He 

Goat. We have already interpreted it, but the way it’s laid out in Scripture, Daniel doesn’t 

understand it at first. And so that’s where we’ll pick up. Verse 15 reads.  



15 When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought to understand it. And behold, there stood before me 

one having the appearance of a man. 16 And I heard a man's voice between the banks of the Ulai, and it 

called, “Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.” 17 So he came near where I stood. And when he 

came, I was frightened and fell on my face. But he said to me, “Understand, O son of man, that the 

vision is for the time of the end.” 

 
So, Daniel is seeking to understand what he just saw. I imagine he is praying, and then he sees the 

Arch Angel Gabriel. And he hears a voice telling Gabriel to explain the vision – to make Daniel 

understand the vision. But the power of God’s holiness on the angel causes him to be fearful and he 

then falls on his face.  

Gabriel then explains that the vision he was given was for the time of the end. Let’s keep reading. 

Verse 18 

 

18 And when he had spoken to me, I fell into a deep sleep with my face to the ground. But he touched 

me and made me stand up. 19 He said, “Behold, I will make known to you what shall be at the latter end 

of the indignation, for it refers to the appointed time of the end. 

Now we are going to see the interpretation, and it’s going to be very straight forward. Not a lot of 

guesswork here. Verse 20 

 20 As for the ram that you saw with the two horns, these are the kings of Media and Persia. 21 And the 

goat is the king of Greece. And the great horn between his eyes is the first king. 22 As for the horn that 

was broken, in place of which four others arose, four kingdoms shall arise from his nation, but not with 

his power. 23 And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the transgressors have reached their limit, a 

king of bold face, one who understands riddles, shall arise.24 His power shall be great—but not by his 

own power; and he shall cause fearful destruction and shall succeed in what he does, and destroy 

mighty men and the people who are the saints. 25 By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his 

hand, and in his own mind he shall become great. Without warning he shall destroy many. And he shall 

even rise up against the Prince of princes, and he shall be broken—but by no human hand.  

 



So Gabriel breaks it down for us 

Great horn between the eyes of the Ram = first king of Greece - Alexander the Great 

4 horns are the 4 generals that divvy'd up the kingdom 

He then gives us more details about the antichrist 

 Bold face 

 Understands riddles 

 Power is great - but not by his own power (indwelt by satan) Explain counterfeit method 

 causes fearful destruction 

 destroys mighty men 

 even destroys people who are saints 

 Cunning 

 makes deceit prosper 

  You can tell why some people might think we are living in the Tribulation already! 

 Without warning he will destroy many 

 Is going to try to raise up against Jesus! 

 Will be broken, but by no human hand 

  Just like the rock that was hewn out but not by human hands. This is saying that the 

antichrist will be destroyed by God himself. 

Let’s finish now – verses 26 and 27 

26 The vision of the evenings and the mornings that has been told is true, but seal up the vision, for it 

refers to many days from now.” 

27 And I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days. Then I rose and went about the king's 

business, but I was appalled by the vision and did not understand it. 

 
So Gabriel tells Daniel to seal up the vision because it refers to many days from now. This is going to 

happen, but not yet. As we know, looking back, there  are still are a lot of events that need to occur 

before this happens. What’s crazy is that we’re living in a time where there doesn’t have to be much 

more movement for everything to be in place. But in Daniel’s time he is told to seal up the vision, for 

it refers to many days from now.  

 

And then, I love how Daniel ends this. With a description of his reaction. I really like that through 

this you can see he was just a normal human being like you and I. After being shown this vision it 

says he was overcome. He lay sick. It shook him up so bad that he couldn’t do anything for a while. 

He finally is able to get up and go about the king’s business. Putting this in context, remember this is 

taking place during the reign of Belteshazzar and so the writing on the wall is up next as far as 

chronological events. But Daniel rose and went about the king’s business. But he was appalled by 

the vision and did not understand. He couldn’t wrap his mind around these events. He didn’t have 

enough understanding yet.  

Do you realize that? One of the greatest prophets who ever lived didn’t have as much understanding 

as you and I have.  

Jesus put it like this. In Luke 10:23-24 



“Then turning to the disciples he said privately, "Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! For I tell 

you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you 

hear, and did not hear it." 

 
And that’s where we’ll end tonight. Thinking about how blessed we are that we live in a time in 

history where we have the privilege to look into and understand these things that were hidden 

mysteries to those who went before us. Let’s pray! 

 

 

 

 
 


