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Fuel Bible Study  
Revelation, Session XVII 
The 6th and 7th Trumpet Judgment and the Strong Angel with 
the Little Book 

I. The 5th Trumpet Judgment – Demonic Locusts 

a. The final verse of chapter 8 warned that the next 3 Trumpet judgments were going to be 

devastating 

i. "…Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining blasts 

of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!" Rev 8:13 

ii. The 5th Trumpet is the first of those 3 “Woes” 

b. We are now entering the part of Revelation where people get lost 

i. Still easy to understand, but it does require a bit of patience because 

1. There are many visions one right after another 

2. A lot of details can make the meaning hard to decipher 

c. Star from heaven that falls to earth 

i. Key to the bottomless pit (Abyss) was given to him 

1. This is not a literal star, but some kind of living being 

ii. Keys represent authority in the Bible. This star has authority to open up the abyss 

d. Locust like demonic horde 

i. When the pit is opened, smoked pours out like the smoke of a furnace 

ii. From out of the smoke a demonic horde of locusts emerge 

iii. Cannot harm any vegetation 

iv. Cannot harm those who have the seal of God on their foreheads 

1. 144,000 are safe as are any who turn to Christ during this time 

v. Cannot kill – they will torment the God rejecting remainder of mankind 

1. Torment will last 5 months 

2. Will be like the torment of scorpions 

a. Neurotoxins are in the venom of both scorpions and nerve agent 

e. Interpretation: These are not literal locusts. There are two main possible interpretations as 

to what we are seeing here. It’s either: 

i. A literal description of the demons from the pit, or 

ii. The way John, a 1st century man describes 21st century warfare 

1. If this is the case, these could be something like attack helicopters 

discharging nerve agent on a modern day battlefield 

iii.  Regardless of which is true the key to note is that something is happening in the 

spiritual realm (the opening of the abyss) that is causing something to happen in the 

natural realm (torment) 

f. Who is the star that fell from heaven? 
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i. Luke 10:18 - And he said to them, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  

ii. Lucifer = Morning Star 

iii. This fallen star is Satan 

1. Later on in the passage he is referred to as 

a. The angel of the Abyss, Apollyon (destroyer), and Abaddon 

(destroyer) 

b. True to his character, the thief comes to kill, steal, and destroy  

g. The Bottomless Pit 

i. The Greek Word Abussos 

1. If you see the term bottomless pit or the abyss it’s talking about the same 

thing 

ii. Also called “The Pit” 

iii. Means – Boundless, bottomless, or of Immeasurable depth 

iv. In the New Testament the word abussos means the “abode of demons and the 

wicked dead” 

v. Luke 8:31 – And they begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. 

vi.   The demons do not wish to be sent to their place of punishment before their 

destined time  

vii. In Rom_10:7 the word is equivalent to Hades, the abode of the dead 

viii. In Revelation abussos denotes the abode of evil spirits, but not the place of final 

punishment; it is therefore to be distinguished from the “lake of fire and brimstone” 

where the beast and the false prophet are, and into which the Devil is to be finally 

cast (Rev_19:20; Rev_20:10) ISBE 

II. The 6th Trumpet Judgment – 4 Angels at the River Euphrates Released 

i. The 6th angel sound and as soon as he does John hears a voice from the four horns 

of the golden altar which is before God 

1. The golden altar is the altar of incense which is associated with prayer. Just 

like incense rose from the golden altar, our prayers rise with a sweet smell 

before God 

ii. The voice gives a command – Release the four angels who are bound at the great 

river Euphrates 

iii. These 4 angels have been restrained right up to this exact moment in time – but at 

this time they are released 

b. What are they going to do and how are they going to do it? 

i. They are going to wipe out 1/3   of mankind 

ii. When the evil that is currently being restrained is allowed to run its full course it 

won’t be satisfied until every single person breathing stops breathing 

1. "Unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but 

for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short ~Matt. 24:22 

iii. 200,000,000 man army will destroy 1/3 of mankind with 3 distinct plagues 

1. Fire 

2. Smoke 
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3. Brimstone 

III. Devastating Statement and its significance 

a. “They did not repent”  

i. This is THE turning point in human history and in the Tribulation. Those who would 

choose for Christ have and those who haven’t never will 

ii. Huge sign that the end of the end is upon them 

IV. The Strong Angel and the Little Book 

a. Strong Angel – “Many commentators understand this to be Jesus Christ. But the Greek word 

translated "another" means one of the same kind, that is, a created being. This is not one of 

the seven angels responsible for sounding the trumpets (Rev_8:2), but one of the highest 

ranking in heaven, filled with splendor, greatness, and strength” ~John MacArthur 

b. 7 peals of thunder – Holy Spirit 

i. Thought to ponder “Why was John commanded to not write it down?” 

c. The angel lifting his hand up – This is a decree.  

i. Now that all who will repent and turn to Christ have, when the seventh angel 

sounds the seventh trumpet the time of repentance is over 

1. Mission will now change from being a rescue mission to strictly a judgment 

mission  

a. 100% total overthrow of Satan and his followers 

d. The Little Book – This represents the Word of God and in particular the judgment of God 

revealed in Scripture 

i. Sweet as honey because it’s the Word of God 

ii. Bitter because of the tragedy that many will use their freewill to reject God 
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